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Hough the Obſcurity af the 
Author cannot challenge the 
Honour, he thus ventures to 

aſſume to himſelf ; yet the great and 

important Doctrines here treated of, 


both 


(vi) 
both of the ſacred Mritings and of 
our own Church, will ſuthciently plead 
bis Excuſe. And indeed, as your 
Lordſhips ought to be eſteemed prin- 
cipal Guardians of ſuch Doctrines; 
therefore the Patronage of them, fo 
far as they appear to be ſuch, muſt, 
in part, at leaſt, belong to your Lord- 


ſhips. 
That nn by Faith, which 


is one of the Doctrines here explained, 

has been variouſly underſtood, can- 

not, my Lords, be a Secret to you : 

But this can a leſſen the Truth, 
nor the Importance of it. 


That it is a Doctrine of our own 
Church, none will venture to deny; 
though by the cold manner, in which 
it is ſometimes treated, one would 
go near to ſuſpect, that ſome Gen- 
tlemen were quite tired of it. 


t may certainly, my Locks be 
aſked, whether Men are always to 
hold 


( vii ) 
hold Opinions, which cannot be de- 
fended by the Go/pel ; becauſe they 
were once eſpouſed by the Church? 


My Lords, they who have a due 
Regard for the divine Authority of 
the Goſpel, or for the Principles of 
the Reformation, cannot long be in 


Suſpenſe about anſwering ſuch a Que- 


ſtion. 


However, my Lords, till this really 


appears to be the Caſe of any 
of our Doctrines, it is in Charity to 
be hoped, that no Member of our 
excellent Church will either be a- 
ſhamed of her Doctrines, or afraid 
to eſpouſe them; leſt he only prove 


aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


How far, my Lords, the Agree- 
ment is here ſhewn, between an an- 
tiquated Doctrine or two of our own 
Church, and that divine Goſpel : And 
how far ſome dangerous and fatal 
Errors are laid open, which ftrike at 


| the 


(viii) 

the very Foundations of Chriſtanity; 

-— Theſe are Points, which are hum- 

bly ſubmitted to the unprejudiced 
Judgments of your Lordſhips ; as well 

as to that of every other ſerious and 

wiſe Chriſtian. —Iam, with the great- 

eſt Deference and Reſpect, 


My Lords, 
Your Lordſhips 
moſt dutiful con, L 


and Servant, ” 


Vin, PeERRONET. 


0 SOME 
REFLECTIONS, 
By way of Drar o, Sc. 


5 BETWEEN 
PHILALETHES and EUG ENIUS, 


that efernal Salvation is a very 
weighty Affair; and therefore have 
been very deſirous to know, What I muſt do 
to be ſaved ? | 
P. Itis a little unuſual, my worthy Friend 
Eugenius, to ſee a Perſon of Birth, and For- 
tune, eſpecially of your Years, making fo un- 
faſhionable an Enquiry, But when once the 
Spirit of God has effectually touched the 
Heart, neither Youth, nor Riches, nor Ho- 
nours, can withſtand the powerful Influence. 
E. I have various Queſtions to trouble you 
with; but defire to be firſt inform'd, What 1s 
to be underſtood by Original Sin? For 1 
1 B think 


9 E. I Have often thought, my dear Friend, 


69 
think a learned Lutheran talks of no leſs than 
ſixteen Opinions about it *. 


P. You certainly begin with a very pro- 


per Queſtion: For till we know the true 


Foundation of our ſpiritual Diſorders, we 


ſhall hardly be able to get rid of them. The 


Variety of Opinions concerning Original Sin, 


or any other Doctrine whatever, will have 
no other Effect on a wiſe and good Mind, 
than to make it the more careful in diſtin- 
guiſhing Truth from Falſhood. It is com- 
monly ſaid of our learned and excellent Cud- 
ort h, that, in his Intellectual Syſtem, he had 
raiſed more Spirits than he could lay: And 
ſuppoſing this to be ſo ; yet his Subject is not 
the leſs True, the leſs eighty, or the leſs Im- 


portant. So that, admitting there were many , 
more Opinions about Original Sin, we have 


no further Concern with them, than only to 
endeavour to fix upon the right: And ſince 
I cannot help you to a better, than that of 
our own Church, be pleafed to hear what that 
IS, Original Sin, according to her, © is 


« the Corruption of every Man's Nature; 


c whereby he is very far gone from original 
«© Righteouſneſs; and is of his own Nature 
te inclined to Evil: And which Corruption 
% deſerves God's Wrath, c. 

This 18, in brief, what our Church ſays b: 
And I think, as the Scripture ſpeaks much 


* Ofiander in Biſhop Taylors Polemica! Diſcourſes, p. 452. 
Article 9. | EY 


to 


} 
* 


U 


1 (3) 

to the ſame Purpoſe*; ſo the unhappy Expe- 
rience of Mankind will vouch for no ſmall 
Part of it. There is not perhaps any thing 
in divine Revelation, to which proud Reaſon 
ſtoops more unwillinglyz And therefore it 
has found out numberleſs Gloſſes and Com- 
ments, rather than ſubmit to a mortifying 
Doctrine, which repreſents all Mankind as a 
Race of degenerate, fallen Spirits. 

E. Some, I know, have thought, that the 
Doctrine of Original Sin bears hard upon Di- 
vine Goodneſs. 

P. Undoubtedly it does, as it has ſome- 
times been explained, But if God has abun- 
dantly made up our original Loſs; if, where 
Sin abounded, there Grace did much more 

| abound *, then every Divine Attribute remaing 
ſafe and untouched, Perhaps indeed Man- 
kind may not be able to comprehend the Rea- 
ſon, why infinite Wiſdom ſhould chuſe rather 
amply to repair that Loſs, than to prevent it 
at firſt : And if this be the Cauſe of our 
Unbelief, let us modeſtly remember, that wwe 
are but of Yeſterday, and know nothing e. 
That illuſtrious Heathen, Socrates, gained 
the Name of the wiſeſt Man, by forming 
very humble Conceptions of human Wiſdom, 


a Gen. i. 26, 27. Ch. ii. 17. Ch. iii. Pſalm li. 5. Eceleſ. 
vii. 29. Rom. ili. 9, 19, 23. Ch. v. 6 —— 21. Ch. vi. 23. 
Ch. vii. 14—25. Ch. viii. 6 — 8. 2 Cor. v. 14. Gal. iii. 
22. Epheſ. ii. 3. Ch. iv. 22 —— 24. See alſo St. John iii. 
3 — 8. 1 St. Pet. i. 3, 4. 23. 1 St. John ii. 9. Ch. v. 4. 18, 

Rom. v. 15—21. Job viii. 9. 1 
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| (4) g 
in general; and of his own, in particular *. 
But he that vi know the Reaſons of God's 
Diſpenſations, before he believes them, has 
neither the Wi/dom of that Philoſopher, nor 
the Modeſty of a Chriſtian. 

I am not contending, my good Friend, for 
a blind, popiſh Faith, which implicitly ſub- 
mits itſelf to Man, or the Church : But when 
we have ſufficient Reaſon to believe the Voice 
to be the Voice of God, there the Under- 
ſtanding ought to pay an entire and abſolute 


Submiſſion: And when once the Meaning of 


that Voice is clear to us, there is then left no 
room for diſputing; but we ought rather to 
hide our ſelves in the Duſt®, and to receive it 
with the deepeſt Humility. 

Let us juſt hear the Sentiments of a great 
Maſter of Reaſoning, who was never charged 
with Bigotry or Enthuſiaſm ——*© There is 
te one Sort of Propoſitions, that challenge the 
« higheſt Degree of our Aſſent upon bare Te- 
« ſtimony; whether the Thing propoſed agree 
« or diſagree with common Experience 
« and the ordinary Courſe of Things, or no. 
« The Reaſon whereof is, becauſe the Teſti- 
% mony is of ſuch a one, as cannot deceive, 
« nor be deceived, and that is, of God him- 


ce ſelf. This carries with it Certainty beyond 


% Doubt, Evidence, beyond Exception, This 
„ is called by a peculiar Name, Reve- 
"5. — 5 au.. a [FP copòs — & 70 Wi") colo SNιν T6; 
Gela 853 x) du,. Plat, Apol. Socrat. » Ifaiah ii. 10, 11. 

3 lation; 


(5) | 
te lation ; and our Aſſent to it, Faith; which 
te as abſolutely determines our Minds as our 
* Knowledge itſelf ; and we may as well 
« doubt of our own Being, as we can, whe- 
te ther any Revelation from God be true. 80 
« that Faith is a ſettled and ſure Principle 
« of Aſſent and Aſſurance, and leaves no 
© manner of Room for Doubt or Heſitation. 

— Faith is nothing elſe but an Aﬀent found- 
« ed on the higheſt Reaſon, —_—Reaſon is not 
« jnjured or diſturbed, but aſſiſted and im- 
« proved by new Diſcoveries of Truth, 
« coming from the eternal Fountain of all 
* Knowledge.—— Whatſoever is divine Re- 
be yelation ought to over-rule all our Opini- 
« ons, Prejudices, and Intereſts, and hath a 
« Right to be received with a full Aſſent.“ 
Locke's Human Underſtanding, B, iv. C, 16. 
8 14. C. 18. F. 10. 1385 

E.] ſo far entirely agree with that great 
Man: But is not Baptiſm, in the Opinion of 
our Church, a ſpirituat Regeneration; by 
which, though we are born in Sin, and the 
Children of Wrath, weare made Members of 
Chriſt, Children of God, and Inheritors of 
the Kingdom of Heaven? 

P. It is as you ſay. And our Church 
means by all this, That we have hereby a 
Title and Claim, through the Blood of Chriſt, 
to eternal Happineſs: And which we ſhall 


Office for Baptiſm, and the Church Catechiſm ; and Art. 
77 | 2 F 
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(6) 

Eertainly enjoy, if we continue faithful ta 

our Baptiſmal Covenant. But then, as we 
expect this, we are obliged, when grown up, 
te to crucify the old Man, and utterly to abo- 
cc liſh the whole Body of Sin; to follow the 
« Example of our Saviour Chrift, and to be 
te made lite unto him; that as he died and 
te roſe again for us, ſo ſhould we, who are 
© baptized, die from Sin, and riſe again un- 
« to Righteouſneſs, continually mortifying 
t all our evil and corrupt Affections; and 
&« daily proceeding in all Virtue and Godlineſs 
ge of living.“ 

You ſee then, my dear Eugenius, what is 
the conſtant Taſk of a Chriſtian, if he de- 
ſigns to be the better for his Baptiſm. 

E. I fee it very plainly; and withal, that, 
according to our Church, there 1s a Body of 
Sin remaining after Baptiſm; and conſequent- 
ly that the Corruption of our Nature is not 


La 


. 
* 


taken away by it. 


P. That it is not, our Church expreſsly 


affirmsb: Andour own Experience may abun- 


dantly convince us.—But it is againſt this 
Corruption, and all theSins which flow from 
it, that we are daily to ſtrive and petition. 


And God's holy Spirit, if it be not our own 


Fault, will give us the Victory e. But we muſt, 


*See the laſt Prayer in the Office of Baptiſm; and the 
Exbortation that follows it. Article 9g. Rom. vi. ver. 6. 
11 15, 22. 1 Cor. xv. 56, 57. Whoever compares the 
Engliſb with the Latin Article, will eaſily perceive, that by re- 
pans, 1 is there meant * 


my 


— 


(7) LD 
my Friend, uſe great Diligence and Watch- 
fulneſs ; be often in Prayer, and never wilful- 
ly negle& any Means of Grace whatever. And 
then we need not doubt, but the Blood of 
Feſus Chriſt will cleanſe us from all Sin, 

E, I ſhould be glad to be informed, whe-+ 
ther St, Paul ſpeaks of himſelf, or of ſome 
other Perſon, in thoſe remarkable Words, in 
the ſeventh of the Romans, Jam carnal, 

fold under Sin.—-T ſee another Law in 

my Members, bringing me into Captivity 

to the Law of Sin. O wretched Man that 

Tam, who ſhall deliver me from the Body of 

| this Death? —— With the Mind, I myſelf 
| ſerve the Law of God; but with the Fleſh, 
the Law of Sin, | 

I muſt own, it was not diſagreeable to me, 
to ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle ſpake of himſelf ; 
becauſe I thought, that, if ſo extraordinary 
a Perſon found himſelf thus entangled and 
overcome by Sin, I need not be much alarmed, 
if I often found myſelf in the ſame State. 

P. It is greatly to be feared, Eugenius, 
that many others have made the ſame fatal 
Uſe of thoſe Expreſſions; but I hope it will 
appear, that St. Paul is not there ſpeaking of 
himſelf ; but of a very different Perſon. 

And therefore let us hear him thus expoſtu- 
lating in the preceding Chapter. Shall we 


a St. Matth. xxvi. 41. St. Luke xi. 13. Epheſ. vi. 11,—— 
18. 2St.Pet. i. 5-—11. ®1 St. John i. 7. b Ch. vii. 14, 
23— 25. 5 
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continue in Sin, that Grace may abound? God 
farbid How ſhall wwe that are dead to Sin 
live any longer therein? —- Knowing this, 
that our old Man is crucified with Chriſt, that 
the Body of Sin might be deſtroyed, that hence- 
forth we ſhould not ſerve Sin. For he that is 
dead, is freed from Sin. Now, if we be dead 
with Chriſt, we believe that we ſhall alſo live 
with him. Ch. vi. „ 

Now, is it poſſible to conceive, that he 
who was thus dead with Chrift, and dead to 
Sin; and therefore, according to his own 
Declaration, freed from it; is it poſſible to 
conceive, that this very Perſon was, at this 
very Time, fold under Sin, that is! was nei- 
ther dead to it, nor freed fromit? 

Again, let us obſerve how he addreſſes 
himſelf to the Romans, in this very Chapter, — 
Likewiſe reckon ye a Io your ſelves to be dead 
indeed unto Sin; but alive unto God, thro 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Let not Sin there- 
Fore reign in your mortal Body, that ye ſhould 
obey it in the Luſts thereof. Neither yield ye 
your Members, as Inſtruments of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs unto Sin : But yield yourſelves unto 
God, as thoſe that are alive from the Dead, — 
But now, being made free from Sin, and be- 
come Servants to God, ye have your Fruit unto 
Holineſs, and the End everlaſting Life. Ver. 1 1. 
12, 13; 22. 

Is it poflible now for any unprejudiced Per- 
ſon to believe, that the inſpired Apoſtle could 
>. © ©" 


(9) | 

thus talk to others; whilſt he himſelf was 
brought into Captivity to the Law of Sin? 

Again, he expreſsly aſſures thoſe Converts, 
in theſe remarkable Words, — «© The Law 
ce of the Spirit of Life in Chrif# Feſus, bath 
% made me free from the Law of Sin and 
« Death.” Ch. vill. 2. 

But how was the Apoſtle made free from 
the Law of Sin and Death; whilſt he was 

ave to the Law of both ? whilſt he was 

carnal, ſold under Sin; and under the Ter- 
rors of that Death, which is the Wages of it ? 
Ch. vi. 23. I know you have met with 
Writers, who have attempted to ſolve theſe 
Difficulties : But why will Men attempt to 
reconcile ſuch Ab/urdities and Contradictions? 
Give me Leave only to mention a Verſe or 
two more out of this very Epiſtle. With 
how much Earneſtneſs does this pious Man 
exhort thoſe People to preſent their Bodies 4 
living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is, ſays he, your reaſonable Service. 
This he beſeeches them to ug, by the Mercies 
of God : And moreover, that they would 
not be conformed to this Morld; but that they 
would be transform'd by the renewing of their 
Minds. Ch. xii. 1, 2. Fr 

Is not this ſurprizing Advice from a Perſon 
who had juſt been telling of them, that he 
himſelf was the very Reverſe of this Charac- 
ter? He conjures them by the very Mercies 
of God, to preſent their Bodies a living and 


" | 
0 a 
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1 

boly Sacrifice; whilſt he himſelf, with bis 
own Fleſh, was actually ſerving the Law of 
Sin! Surely, if it was but a reaſonable Ser- 
vice for them, to preſent their Bodies an holy 
Sacrifice to God; it was full as reaſonable for 
their Teacher to do the fame. But could he 
preſent his Body a living Sacrifice, holy, and 
acceptable to God; whilſt he was the Ser- 
gant and Slave of Sin? Or could he follow 
the other Part of his Advice, to be ?ransform'd 
by the renewing of the Mind; and not to be 
conformed to this World? For what is it 
to be conformed to this World; if the living 
in Sin be not? Or what is it to be transformed 
by the renewing of the Mind; but an entire 
Change of the Heart and Affections? And 
when they are thus changed, our outward 
Actions muſt certainly be changed too. We 
ſhall then /erve the Law of God, both in- 
wardly and outwardly, There will be no 
room to ſay, With the Mind JI ſerve the 
Law of God; but with the Fleſh the Law of 
Sin. Such a Servant of God, and Servant 
of Sin, is, in Truth and Reality, 20 Servant 
of God at all. For he that is Truth itſelf has 
aſſured us, —that we cannot ſerve two [ſuch] 
Maſters. —St. Matth. vi. 24. 

But laſtlv, the ſame Apoſtle directs theſe 
Converis, to put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and not to make Proviſion for the Fleſh, to ful- 
fil the Luſts thereof. Ch. xii, 14. From 
whence it ſeems evident, that he, who _ 

2 toe 


(117) 
the Fleſh ſerves the Law of Sin, has not yet 
put on the Lord Feſus.— But ſhall we ſay, that 
this was the Caſe of the Apoſtle? That he had 
not put on Chriſt ; though he admoniſhed and 
exhorted thoſe Chriſtians to do it? Is not this 
to bring down an inſpired Apoſtle to the Le- 
vel of thoſe, who profeſs to know God; bud 
in Works deny him? In ſhort, this is ſo ſhock- 
ing an Opinion, that I could wiſh all that 
hold it, would clamly and impartially reflect, 
whether, Firſt, it does not make the holy A- 
poſtle flatly contradict himſelf in the ſame 
Breath? Secondly, whether thoſe Converts, 
being made free from Sin, were not much bet- 
ter Chriſtians, than he was himſelf? And, 
Thirdly, whether St. Paul did not give much 
better Advice, than he had yet taken? | 

I don't, by any means, charge thoſe with 

holding theſe Conſequences, who maintain 
that Opinion : I only intreat ſuch to diveſt 
themſelves of all Prejudice, as far as poſſible, 
and attentively conſider, whether that Opi- 
nion, and theſe Conſequences, are not inſe- 
parably connected? 
E. Indeed think the State there deſcribed 
is much more ſuitable to ſuch a carnal Wretch 
as I am, than to ſo holy and mortified a Per- 
ſon as St, Paul. But I now beg to know, 
what muſt be done, when we have forfeited 
the Benefit of our Bapti/mal Regeneration? 

P, We muſt be recovered again, by the 


Holy Spirit working in us true Repentance, 


( 12 ) 
and a living Faith in the Blod of Chriſt * ; 
and this Recovery of us by Repentance a 
Faith (which our Church in her Catechiſm 
enjoins to all who are come to Age, without 
Exception) may be well called a Regenera- 
tion, or New-Birth. 

E. I ſhould be glad to be informed, whe- 
ther our Church calls any thing by the Name 

of Regeneration, or the New-Birth, except- 
ing Baptiſm; becauſe this is a Point which 
is ſometimes diſputed, 

P. You will ſoon be able to judge of ſuch 
Diſputations: And therefore be pleaſed to ob- 
ſerve, in the firſt Place, that in the Homily 
for Whitſunday, after Mention is made of the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt, in altering and 
changing of Mankind, and making us New 
Men in Chriſt Jeſus, it thus follows, 
„ Such is the Power of the Holy Ghoſt to 

« regenerate Men, and, as it were, to brin 
« them forth a-new, ſo that they ſhall be 
« nothing like the Men, that they were be- 
t fore, Neither doth [the Holy Spirit] think 
« it ſufficient inwardly to work the ſpiritual 
* and New-Birth of Man, unleſs he do allo . 
« A e l and abide in him.“ 1 

And at the Concluſion, we have the fol- 
lowing Words, — Humbly beſeeching 
« [God] fo to work in our Hearts, by. the 
« Power of this holy Spirit, that we being 

2 St. Luke xxiv. 47. Acts viii. 22, 23. Ch. xx. 21. Rom. 
ww. 25. Ch. v. 1. Epheſ. ii. 8. 2 Tim, xxv. 26. 

regenerate, 


* . 
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« regenerate, and newly born again in all 


« Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, Sobriety, and 


« Truth, may, in the end, be made Par- 
« takers of everlaſting Life in his heavenly 
« Kingdom. — Moreover, what is it to be 
raiſed from the Death of Sin unto the Life 
of Righteouſneſs *? —— What is it to be neu- 
created from a wicked Perſon to a righte- 
ous Man; which our Church mentions from 
St. Auſtin e? What is it ſo truly to repent, as 
to be clean altered and changed; and to be- 
come New Creatures; and to walk in a New 
Life as New-born-Babes* ? 

What is it to be dg/y renewed by the Holy 
Spirit*?, What is it to have New Hearts cre- 
ated in usf? What do all theſe various Ex- 
preſſions mean, but the very ſame thing with 
being reggnerate and Newly born again! 2 

Moreover, what elſe does the Holy Ghoſt 


deſign by that New Heart and New Spirit, 


which are promiſed to true Penitents s? 

What elſe does our Holy Lord mean by 
this Saying, « Except ye be converted, 
« and become as little Children, ye ſhall not 
« enter into the Kingdom of Heaven »?” 
What elſe does St. Paul mean by the being 
transformed by the renewing of the Mind i? 
What elſe is to be underſtood by mortifying 


* Hom. for Whitſunday, Part i. p. 276, 278. Edit. London, 
1726. V Laſt Collect in the Funeral Office. © Hom. for 
Rogation-week, Part i. p. 286. % Hom, of Repentance, Part ii. 


p. 327, 328. e Coll. for Chriſtmas- -day. f Coll. for 4%. 
aedneſday. 8 Ezek. xi. 19. Ch. xviii. 31. Ch. axxvi. 26. 
vt, Match. xviii. 3. Rom. Xii. 2. 


the 


(en, 
the Deeds of the Body through. the Spirit; 
and by crucifying the Fleſh, with the Af 
fections and Lufts*? What is it to /ef the 
Afections on Things above; to put off the old 
Man ; to be renewed in the Spirit of the Mind; 
and to put on the New Man, which, after God, 
is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holi- 
neſs»? What does the ſame Apoſtle mean in 
two Places, by a New Creature; but only 
ſuch a Perſon as St, Chryſoſtom deſcribes in 
the following Manner; He is turned into a 
New Creature: For he is born again [or 
from above] through the Spirit d? But till 


what does St. John mean, when res, 
that Whoſcever is born of God, goth not 
commit Sin; that M halſoe ven is born 
& of God, overcometh World ;” and 


that «© Whoſoever is born of God, finneth not; 
« but he that is begotten of God, keepeth him- 
« ſelf; and that wicked one toucheth him not f2” 
—— — $0 that not only our own Church, but, 
what is of infinitely greater Authority, the 
Divine Oracles ſeem plainly to call this en- 
tire Change of the whole Man, by the Name 


a Rom. viii. 13. Gal. v. 24. b Epheſ. iv. 22---24. Co- 
Joſ. iii. 1, 2, 9, 10. © 2 Cor. v. 11. Gal. vi. 15. 

d Etc eri ne Jnteigg in, Kg » ale S e, ha vu paTOs, 
in 2 Cor. v. 11. Edit. Commel. 1603. p. 819. M. © 1 Epiſt. i. 
23. f Epiſt. iii. 9. Ch. v. 4, 18. 


of 


* 


further: What can St. Peter deſign by theſe 
following Words, —* Being born agu 
« of incorruptible Seed, by the Word of God, 
te which liveth and abideth for ever*?” Or 


2 n 


* 


7 1 


Jane - Raby We RW e , d I. . I 


- (ns) 


of Regeneration, or New Birth, I omit 


thoſe other Paſſages in the ſacred Writings, 


where our Bleſſed Lord ſpeaks of the being 


born again; born of Water and of the Spirit: 
and where St. Paul mentions our being ſaved 
by the waſhing of Regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt*; becauſe they imme- 


diately relate to the miraculous Effects of the 


Holy Spirit in Baptiſm. However, with re- 
gard to the new creating à Sinner from a 
wicked Perſon to a righteous Man, which St. 
Auſtin affirms to be a greater Miracle than 
to make a new Heaven and Earth; I ſay, 
with regard to this, whoever 1s thus altered 


and changed, and, as it were, neu created by 


the Spirit of God, though many Years after 
his Baptiſm, is ſurely as much born of the 
Spirit, as the Perſon who is regenerated at 
the Time he is baptized, It is evidently one and 
the ſame Spirit, that works; and indeed the 
fame Work of that Spirit; only manifeſting 
his divine Power at different Seaſons. For 
inſtead of being a Child of Wrath, the Sin- 
ner is become a Child of Grace; a Member 

Chriſt; a Child of God and an Inheritor of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, He is to be hence- 
forth dead unto Sin, and alive unto God; and 
to put on the New Man, which, after God, 
is created in Righteouſneſs and true Hoineſs, 


2 Ui ayer nag; WAG * Having begotten us again, 1 St. Pex. i. LO 
— VAYEVENT WEN, being born again, Chap. i. 23. 
St John iii. 3. 5. © Titus it. 5, ©< Hom. (or Ra- 
tion aveek, Part i. p. 286. 
And 
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And therefore, both from the Natute of the 
Thing, as well as from the Nature of the 
Expreſſions uſed in the ſacred Writings, ſuch 
a thorough and entire Change of the Heart 
and Aﬀeftions, wrought by the Holy Spirit of 
God, may, with the greateſt Propriety, be 
called a Regeneration or New Birth. The 
two famous Fathers, juſt mentioned, do, in 
effect, give it this Name, Our Church, you 
ſee, expreſsly calls it ſo; and ſhe has mani- 
feſtly abundant Reaſon for ſo doing; ſince 
ſuch a Renewal of the whole Man, is the being 
born again,——at what Time or Seaſon, or 
under what Circumſtances ſoever, this Hiri- 
tual Birth may happen. | , 

E. As I find they are evidently miſtaken, 
who ſuppoſe our Church calls nothing by 
the Name of a Regeneration or New Birth, 
but only Baptiſm: So, what is of the high- 
eſt Concern to me, I find very plainly the 
Need I have of being thus regenerated or 
born again by the Holy Spirit. 

P. Be thankful, my dear Friend, that the 
Holy Spirit has begun this great Work in you: 
For the firſt Step in order to a ſpiritual Neu 
Birth,is to be thoroughly convinced of the Dan- 
ger we are in from Sin. The Holy Spirit muſt 
work this Convictiona in us; and excite ſome De- 
fires in our Hearts of being delivered from the 
Wrath to come b. So that this is a very happy 


2 St. John xvi. 8. Ads xvi. 18. b Ch. ii. 37. Ch. ix. 6. 
Ch. xvi. 29, 30. 1 Theſſ. i. 10. St. Matth. iii. 7. 


Beginnng 
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beginning ; but the Misfortune of too many 
is, they either ſee not their Danger; or, when 
they do, yet they like not this uneaſy State; 
and therefore are apt to fly from it, and con- 
ſequently, from their own Salvation. How- 
ever, I am perſuaded, that this will neyer be 
your Caſe, | 

E. I hope in God, it never will: And 
therefore defire to know, what is to be done 
upon ſuch Conviction? 

P. Fly immediately to Chriſt; who has in- 
vited all heavy laden Sinners to come to him; 
and has promiſed to give them Reft *, 

E. But does not our holy Lord fay, —— 
No man can come to me, except the Father, 
which hath ſent me, draw him *? How then 
can I go to Chri/t ? 

P. Remember, my dear Eugenius, that 
when the Holy Spirit has any way opened 
your Mind, by any Means or Method what- 


Cn and thus convinced you of your State, 


nd has touched your Heart to fly to a Sa- 
viour, God then draws you to Chriſt ; and 
ou muſt immediately run to him. 

And further, it is our Duty often to im- 
plore, that God would lighten our Darkneſs ; 
and to pray with pious Elihu, - That which 
T ſee not, teach thou me e. 

Our bleſſed Saviour aſſures us, that he ſtands 


at the Door and knocks * : But the great Miſ- 


a St, Matth. xi. 28. * St. John vi. 44. © Job xxxiv. 33. 
4 Rey, iii. 20. 


C fortune 


„ 
fortune of Mankind is, that they turn a deaf 
Ear to him; though he thus graciouſly and 
frequently admoniſhes every one. He that 
hath Ears to hear, let him hear *. As if our 
holy Lord had ſaid, —Lef each carefully at- 
tend to my Voice; that I may no longer call 


in vain. 

And moreover, all ſhould remember, that 
God is perpetually calling every Sinner to 
Repentance by his divine Goſpel; and there- 
fore every Sinner has a conſtant Call to fly to 
Chriſt. And indeed to whom elſe ſhall we go; 
for he only has the Words of eternal Life? 
He is the Way, and the Truth, and the Life : 
and no Mancomethuntothe Father, but by him d. 
Let therefore every Sinner fly to him, 
without Delay ; for he, and heonly, is their 
City of Refuge. 

E. You give me great Encouragement to 
go to Chriſt ; but my manifold” Sins and Cor- 
ruptions are enough to deter me. 

P. Know you not, that the Lord Feſus 
came not to call the Righteous ; but Sinners 
fo Repentance : And that the Whole need not 
a Phyſician, but they that are fich? The 
Self-righteous, and ſuch as are whole in their 
own Eyes, ſee but little Want of the great Phy- 
ſician of Souls; very little Want of a Saviour. 
They may often hear his gracious Voice; 

2 St. Matth. xi. 15. * St. Mark i. 15. St. Luke xxiv. 47, 


Acts ii. 38. Ch. xvii. 30. Rom. ii. 4. Eph. v. 14. St. John 
vi. 68. 4 Ch. xiv. 6. St. Luke v. 31, 32. 
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but not perceiving the miſerable State they 
are in; (their own Self-righteouſneſs having 
blinded their Eyes) they can only approach 
Chriſt in a mere formal Manner; but fee! not, 


that they are loſt and undone without him. 


Theſe are the very Perſons, whom our hol 
Lord thus deſcribes, Thou ſayeſt, I am rich, 
and increaſed with Goods, and have need of 
nothing; and knoweſt not that thou art wretch- 
ed, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked. 

Let not then the Sight of your Corrup- 
tions keep you from Chriſt? but rather per- 
ſuade you immediately to fly to him. How- 
ever, be careful to approach him, like a true 
returning, contrite Sinner; like one, who 
ſees his Danger, and is deſirous to avoid it.— 
Therefore thus confeſs every Sin of your Soul®. 
Humbly beſeech the Lord Jeſus that you 
may be waſhed from your Sins in his Blood ; 
and that you may have the full Benefit of 
that Fountain which is opened for Sin and 
for Uncleanneſs*, That you may be cleanſed 
from that Corruption of your Nature, that 
polluted Heart ; from whence have proceeded 


every evil Thought and every evil Work“. 


That you may be delivered from That Law 
which wars againſt-the Law of your Mind; 
and brings. you into Capttvity to the Law of 
Sin. That you may be delivered from that 
2 Rev. iii. 17, Þ Rev. i. 5. ©Zechar, xiii. 1. 4 Pfalm li. 5. 
St. Matth. vii. 21 —23. | 
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carnal Mind, which is Enmity againſt Ged : 
For it is not ſubjes to the Law of God, nei- 
ther indeed can be*, Pray that the Law of 
the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Feſus, may make 
you free from the Law of Sin and Death ®. 

Sincerely labour to bring forth Fruits meet 
for Repentance*; to avoid all Sin, and every 
Occaſion of it; and, to the beſt of your Abi- 
lities, to obey every Precept of the Goſpel.— 
Strive. to undo every thing, you have done 
amiſs; and, to the utmoſt of your Power, 

make Reſtitution®, Petition for that true 
godly Sorrow, which worketh Repentance to 
Salvation; pray earneſtly and conſtantly that 
the Holy Spirit may always aſſiſt you; may 
open your Mind and influence your Heart ; 
and carry you through the whole Work : And 
that he may compleat in you, Repentance to- 
wards God; and Faith towards our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt *, 

Them, who thus come unto Chriſt ; 
which is the ſame thing, them, who thus 
come unto God by him, be is able [and _—_ 
to ſave to the uttermoſt : Seerng 20 ever livet 
to make Interceſſion for them, 

E. I pray, God grant I may be of that 
Number: But I beg to know, in how many 
Reſpects, Chriſt is a Saviour to us? 


Rom. vii. 23, 24. Ch. viii. 7. ® Rom. viii. 2. © St. Matth. 


iii. 8. d Job xx. 18, Ezek. xxxiii. 15, St. Luke xix. 8, 9. Acts 
xx. 21. Philip. i. 6. * Heb. vii. 25. 5 
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P. Chriſt faves us from the Power of Sa- 
tan a. He faves us from the Guilt of Sin, 
and the Puniſhment * due to it. He like- 
wiſe ſaves us from the Dominion of it; from 
its reigning and condemning Power. He is 
a Saviour, and mighty to ſave © in all theſe 
reſpects: But if we refuſe him in one, we re- 
fuſe him in all. He will fave none in their 
Sins: For he came on purpoſe to ſave us from 
them ©. God ſent him to bleſs us, in turning 
away every one of us from his Iniquities f. 
The great Deſign of Chri/? was to make 


3 an end of Sin; and to bring in everlaſting 
*. Righteouſneſss, Therefore whoever will not 
ue be turned from his Intquities, he oppoſes 
40 the great Deſigns of Chriſt. He is for keep- 
at ing out everlaſting Righteouſneſs; by not ſuf- 
7 fering Sin to be made an end f. For how is 
t; Sin to be made an end of, whilſt he conti- 
1d nues it both in his Heart and Practice? Or 
0- how is everlaſting Righteouſneſs to be brought 
„„ in, whilſt he keeps it out of his Heart and 
Actions? 
rh If a Man ſhould fancy he might till be 


bleft with this everlaſting Righteouſneſs, tho 

Y 1x he perſiſted in his Sins and Wickedneſs, let 

him hearken to the Words of the Holy Spi- 

„ rit juſt mentioned, - God ſent [Chriſt] to 
a | * 

8 Acts xxvi, 18. Coloſ. i. 13. Heb. ii. 14, 15. Þ 3 

ny | Rev. i. 1 : Theil i. 10. n 6, kg 


18. 22. Ch. viii. 2—4. 1 Cor. xv. 56, 57. © Ifaiah Ixiii. 1. 
* St, Matth. i. 21. f Acts ii. 26. 6 Daniel ix. 24, 
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Bleſs us, in turning away every one of us 
from his Iniquities, Conſequently that Man 
cannot be bleſt by Chriſt; he cannot have a 
ſhare in the Bleſſing of Chriſt's everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, who will not be turned from 
his Sins, Nothing is more evident to a Man, 
who can but open his Eyes. 

E. To me, I muſt own, the Matter ap- 
pears perfectly plain: And therefore may I 
be truly and effectually turned from all mine! 
But now, ſince there muſt be Faith, as well 
as Repentance, I deſire to know, whether 
they muſt be united; or whether one is to 
come before the other ? 

P. You are to obſerve, that as Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins are to be preached in 
the Name of Chriſt; and it being through 
him only that we are reconciled to God *; it is 
impoſſible either to go to Chriſt, or to God 
through him, or in his Name, without at 
leaſt ſome general Belief that Chrift is the 
Propitiation for the Sins of the World. 

E. But is ?his the Faith, by which we are 
ſaid to be ju/tified? 

P. It is not: You will find ju/tifying Faith 
to be a different thing, | 

E. Pray, what is meant by Juſtiſication? 

P. The Remiſſion or Forgiveneſs of Sins b. 

E. But how am I to underſtand theſe Say- 
ings of St, Paul, that a Man is juſtified by 


= St. Luke xxiv. 47. Acts xiii. 38. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. Epheſ. 
ji. 13—18, Rom. iii. 24———26, Ch. iv. 5.—8. Hom. 


of Salvation, Part i. p. 11. | 
Faith 
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Faith, without the Deeds of the Lau: And 
that by the Works of the Law ſhall no Fleſh 
be juſtified ? 

P. St. Paul evidently deſigns to affirm, 
that neither the Law of Nature, nor the 
Law of Moſes could juſtify Sinners, For as 
all Mankind were become guilty before God®; 
and ſtood condemned by the one Law, or b 

| the other ; it was impoſſible for them to be 
acquitted by either, But God of his free 
Grace engaged to juſtify or pardon a finful 
World, upon a living Faith in the Blood of 
his Son d. However this Faith was to be pre- | 
ceded by unfeigned Repentance ©: And to diſ- | 
cover its Truth and Reality, as Opportunity a 
offered, by ſincere and univerſal Obedience f. | 
But ſtill, we are not to imagine, that our { 
Faith has any more Merit than our Works. 
Our 7uſtification or Pardon proceeds entire- 
ly from the free Grace of God in Chriſt : And 
it is embraced, or applied to the Soul by ſuch 
a Faith, as the Holy Spirit muſt work in uss. 
Hence it is, that we are ſometimes ſaid to be 
juſtified by God, or by his Grace ; ſometimes 


2 Rom. iii. 28. b Gal. ii. 16. © Rom. iii. 9, 19, 20, 23. 
4 Ch. iii. 21, 22, 24, 25. Gal. ii. 16. Ch. iii. 26. Ch. v. 6. 
Epheſ. i. 7. Ch. ii. 5, 8. Acts ii. 38. Ch. xx. 21. Ch. xxvi. 
18, 20. f St. Matth. vii. 21. St. John xiv. 15, 21, 23, 24. 
Ch. xv. 14, 16. Col. i. 10. Heb. xiii. 21. 1 St. Peter i. 2. 
2 Epiſt. i. 5-—8. 1 St. John ii. 3— 5. Ch. iii. 3 10. SSt. 
Mark ix. 24. St. Luke xvii. 5. St. John i. 12, 13. 2 Cor. iv 


13. Gal. v. 22. Epheſ i, 8. Philip i. 29. Ch. ii. 13, 2 Theſf. 1. 
11. 2 Peter i. 1. 
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by the Blood of Chriſt, or the Redemption 
which is in him ; and ſometime$by Farth®, 

The free Grace, or Goodneſs of God, may 
be called the Firſt, or Principal, or Efficient 
Cauſe of our 7u/tification ; the Blood of Chriſt, 
or in other Words, what Chriſt has done and 
ſuffered, is the meritorious Cauſe of it; and 
that Faith,. by which we embrace our Par- 
don, or Juſtification, may be eſteemed, as it 
were, the [n/irument b of it. And when the 
Holy Spirit has wrought this Pazth in a mourn- 
ing Sinner, how welcome to the Soul muſt 
be that joyful Voice! — Son, be of good Cheer, 
thy Sins be forgiven thee*, For being juſtt- 
fied by Faith, we have PEACE with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt . — He is our 
Peace*; having made Peace, through the 
Blood of his Croſs i. He is our Propitiation, 
or Mercy-Seat & through Faith in his Blood. 
To ſuch as approach this Mercy-Seat, by a 
living Faith, God diſcovers himſelf a recon- 
Ciled Father . At that Inſtant, his divine 
Kingdom begins to be ſet up in the Soul : 
And whcie this Kingdom is, Peace will dif- 
cover iielft, For the Kingdom of God is 
Rightevuſness, and Peace, Fin, Foy in the Holy 
Ghoſt i, —Conſequently Peace with God ap- 


Rom iii. 24, 25. Ch. v. 1. 9. Ch. vii. 33. Tit. iii 
> Hom. of the Paſſion, Part ii. p. 258, 259. St. Matth. ix. A 
d Rom. v. 1. E. bel. li. 14. Col. i. 20. Sager. Rom. 
iii. 25. 0 Ch. v. 8 — 11. 2 Cor. v.18, 19. Epheſ. ii. 16---18. 
1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. Heb. vii. 25. Ch. x. 19 —22. i Rom. xiv. 
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pears to be the certain reſult of ;uſtifying Faith: 
And our Church's Notion of ſuch a Faith 
ſeems perfectly right. — This, ſhe ſays, 
« ig given us of God; and is a ſure Truſt and 
Confidence in God, that by the Merits of 
« Chriſt [a Man's] Sins be forgiven, and he 
« reconciled to the Favour of God, and to 
« be Partaker of the Kingdom of Heaven 
« by Chrift*,” Again, « Faith is ſaid to be 
&« a ſure Truſt and Confidence in the Mer- 
« cies of God; whereby we perſuade our- 
« ſelves, that God Both hath, and will for- 
« give our Sins; that he hath accepted us 
again into his Favour ; that he hath re- 
« leaſed us from the Bonds of Damnation.” Se. 
* We muſt apprehend the Merits of Chriſt's 
« Death and Paſſion — with a frong and 
« ſtedfaſt Faith, nothing doubting, but that 
« Chriſt hath taken away Our Sins, and 
« hath reſtored us again into God's Favour b. 
Elſewhere, we meet with what follows, — 
« Thou haſt received [our Saviour Feſus Chriſt] 
« if in true Faith and Repentance of Heart, 
« thou haſt received him. Thou haſt re- 
c ceived his Body, to endow hee with ever- 
« laſting Righteouſneſs, to aſſure thee of 
« everlaſting Bliſs and Life of thy Soul. For 
« with Chriſt, by true Faith, art thou 
e quickened again, — from Death of Sin, to 
« Life of Grace ©,” And only to mention 
one Place more, — A ſure and conſtant 


2 Hom. of Salvation, Part ili. p. 16, 17. b Hom. of the 
Paſſion, Part ii. p. 258. © Hom, of the Reſurrection, p 262. 
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« Faith, not only that the Death of Chriſt 
« js available for the Redemption of all 
« the World, for the Remiſſion of Sins, and 
« Reconciliation with God the Father , but 


« alſo that he hath made, upon his Croſs, 


« a full and ſufficient Sacrifice for hee, a 
perfect cleanſing of thy Sins; and that 
« thou mayeſt ſay with the Apoſtle, that 
« he loved zhee, and gave himſelf for thee *,” 
So that ju/tifying Faith, according to our 
Church, and, I preſume, according to the 
Apoſtle, is ſuch a Faith wrought by the 
Holy Spirit, as cauſes a Man firmly to believe 
that his Sins are actually forgiven; that God, 
in Chriſt is reconciled to him, and that 
Chriſt is become a Propitiation for his 
Sins in particular. Theſe are the Sentiments 
of our Church; and they appear to be ex- 
cellently founded. And where is the Won- 
der, if from hence ſhould ariſe great Com- 
fort and Satisfaction to the Mind: Since being 
thus juſtiſied by Faith, a Man muſt have 
Peacewith God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 
But now, this Faith is the Operation of God ®, 
or of his Holy Spirit, as has been already ob- 
ſerved; and it will be wrought in every fin- 
cere Penitent, when infinite Wiſdom ſhall 
judge it proper, And as ſuch a Faith is the 
Subſtance, or Foundation, of Things hoped for ; 
and the Evidence, or Conviction, of Things 


* Hom. of the Sacrament, Part i. p. 269. b Coloſſ. ii. 12. 
Hom. of Salvation, Part i. p. 13. Part iii. p. 16. 


Not 
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not ſeen*: As ſuch a Faith will, in time, pu- 
rify the Heart * entirely; will quench all the 
fiery Darts of the Wickede; and give us the 
Victory over this World*; is it at all to be 
wondered at, that ſo divine a Principle ſhould 
enable us to embrace the Promiſes of God in 
Chriſt, and that our Juſtification ſhould be 
aſcribed to it, in the manner we have explained? 

Our Chuch may certainly, with the higheſt 
Reaſon, declare, that the being juſtified by 
Faith only, is a moſt wholeſome Doctrine, 
and very full of Comfort. 

For if it be the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, 
as is manifeſtly evident, it muſt ſurely be 4 
moſt wholeſome Dactrine: And if the Peace 
of God be the certain Conſequence of being 
juſtified by Faith, as the Spirit of Truth at- 
firms, it is manifeſtly à Doctrine full of 
Comfort, And withal, fince the Spirit of 
God has ſo often mentioned f it, I muſt take 
Leave to think, that it is a Doctrine of no 
ſmall Importance. 

E. Is it then poſſible for a Perſon to know; 
when his Sins are pardoned? For this I have 
obſerved to be often queſtioned, 

P. There is nothing, Eugenius, which 
Men may not queſtion when they are ſo diſ- 
poſed. But I believe you will think there is 

a Heb. xi:1., Acts xv. 9. Epheſ. vi. 16. 4 St. John 
v. 4 Article xii f Acts xiii. 38, 39. Rom, iii. 22, 


25, 26, 28, 30. Ch. iv. 5. Ch. v. 1. Ch. ix. 30——32, 
Gal. ii. 16. Ch. iii. 11, 14, 22, 24, 26. Ch. v. 5, 6. Epheſ. 


zi. 8. Philip. iii. 9. little 
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(28) 
little Reaſon to make any Doubt of this, 
when you have conſidered it a little further. 
Pray attend to the Words of our holy Lord, 
— Come unto me, all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden and 1 will give you Reſt”. 

But now is it poſſible for the labouring, 

and heavy laden Sinner to have Reſt; and 

et not to know it? Can a wounded Conſci- 
ence be healed; and the Man not be ſenſible 
of it? Can God ſpeak Foy and Peace to the 
Soul®; and yet that Soul be a Stranger to Joy 
and Peace? Is not a guilty awakened Conſci- 
ence /ike the troubled Sea, when it cannot 


reſt? There is no Peace, ſaith my God, to the 


Wicked*. Such a State is a Hell upon Earth ; 
there is nothing but Tumult, and Horror, and 
Deſpair. But when once ſuch a Conſcience 
is waſhed by the Blood of Chriſt *, there is a 
Calm, and Peace, and Comfort. 

And cannot the Man, do you think, eaſily 
find a Difference between the two States? It 
may as well be queſtioned, whether a Man 
knows the Difference between being upon a 
Rack, and lying at Eaſe in his Bed? This 
ſbiritual Diſcernment our Church ſpeaks of 
in more Places than one. 

&« If after Contrition, . ſays our Church, 


ec we feel our Conſciences at Peace with God, 


« through 26 Wa of our Sin, and to be 


2 St. Matth. xi. 2 B. b Rom. xv. 13. e Ifaiah v. 7, 
20, 21. © Heb.ix. 14. Coloſſ. i. 20. 1 St. John i. 7. 
Ręv. i. 5. of 
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&* reconciled again to his Favour ; 
ce worketh theſe great Miracles in us? 
« God give us Grace to know theſe Things, 
« and to feel them in our Hearts *,” Again, 
ſpeaking of the bleſſed Sacrament, ſhe uſes 
this Expreſſion, —— Here the Faithful] 
« may feel wrought the Tranquillity of Con- 
« ſcience b, &c,” And in another Homily, 
ſpeaking of a true lively Faith, we have 
theſe Words, « If you feel and perceive 
« ſuch a Faith in you, rejoice in ite.“ And 
in the V:fitation-Office, this is one of the 
Petitions, e make thee know and feel 
ce that there is none other Name—in whom, 
« and through whom, thou mayeſt receive 
« Health and Salvation.” And in the fame 
Office, in the Prayer for Perſons troubled in 
Mind or in Conſcience, theſe are Part of the 
Petitions, «« Make him to hear of Joy 
& and Gladneſs, that the Bones which thou 
&« haſt broken may rejoice. Deliver him 
« from Fear of the Enemy, and lift up the 
« Light of thy Countenance upon him, and 
« oive him Peace,” Sc. What is this Hear- 
ing of Joy and Gladneſs, and this rejoicing of 
broken Bones, but a ſpiritual Diſcernment of 
Comfort in that Conſcience, which was be- 
fore broken and wounded by a Senſe of Guilt? 
Or what is this Deliverance from Fear of 


* Hom. for Rogation-week „Part iii. p. 292, 293. Hom- 


of _ Sacrament, Part i. p. 269. Hom. on Faith, Part. iii. 
p. 2 
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(39) 
the Enemy; and the lifting uptheLight of God 
Countenance, and giving Peace, but freein 
a troubled Soul from the Darkneſs and Hor- 
rors of Deſpair; and from the fiery Darts of 
the Devil, which a Chriſtian is to quench by 
the Shield of Faith*: And to cauſe that dark 
and troubled Soul to /ee that Light of Life, 
and to feel that Peace of God, which paſſeth 
all Underſtanding *? And moreover, what 
does our Church mean by this Petition at the 
Concluſion of the Litany, O Lamb of 
God, that takeſt away the Sins of the World, 
grant us thy Peace? Whatcan ſhe mean, but 
that Calm of Conſcience, which muſt always 
ariſe from a Senſe of the pardoning Love of 
God? Pray, obſerve how ſhe repreſents the 
Agonies of a real Penitent ; — Pitifully bebold 
the Sorrows of our Hearts. The Remem- 


 brance of [our Sins] is grievous unto us: The 


Burden of them is intolerable. Receive and 
comfort us, who are grieved and wearied with 
the Burden of our Sins. 

Undoubtedly ſuch as ſpeak theſe Things 
from the Heart, muſt always be thoroughly 


ſenſible, when theſe piercing Sorrows, when 


theſe grievous and intolerable Burdens are 
removed. Though, indeed, as for thoſe, who 
repeat theſe Sentences only by rote; who feel 
20 Burden, who experience no Sorrows of 
Heart ; how 1s it poſſible they ſhould per- 


* Ephef. vi. 16. St. John viii. 12. Philip. iv. 7. 
© See the latter End of the Litany ; the general Confeſſion in 
the Communion- Office; and the Commination Service. 
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ceive the Removal of that, which they never 
once felt ? But then, as this Load is not like 
to be removed, till Men do really feel it; 
may the Holy Spirit effectually work in them 
a ſpiritual Diſcernment, that they may no 
longer trifle with God, and their own Salva- 
tion. 

E. I am folly ſatisfied, both from the Na- 
ture of the Thing, and from the Sentiments 
of our own Church, that Men may very ſen- 
fibly perceive, when God has abſolved them 
from their Guilt. God grant I may one 
Day through the Merits of Chriſt, have the 
ſame bleſſed Experience! 

P. I doubt not, my dear Friend, but you 
will, ka pt this ought carefully to be 
remembered, that every ju/ified Perſon muſk 
not inimedialy look for a perpetual Calm; 
or to be always free from many, and perhaps 
ſevere Temptations : But ſtill he will find Grace 
to help in time of Need*, He is no longer the 
Servant , Sin, Nor will God ſuffer him 
to be tempted above that be is able; but will 
with the Temptation alſo make a Way to e- 
ſcape, that he may be able to bear ite. How- 
ever, if there ſhould be for ſome time, a 
Succeſſion of Light and Gloomineſs, of Hope 
and Doubting ; theſe ſhould not diſquiet a 
Chriſtian; or cauſe him to miſtruſt the Safety 
of his Condition. But he ought conſtantly 
to perſevere in humble Prayer, with Patience 

2 Heb. iv. 16, „ Rom. vi. 6. 


© 1 Car, x. 13- 4 
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(32) 
and Submiſſion: And God's Holy Spirit will 
carry him on from Strength to Strength; and 
from one Degree of Faith and Holineſs to 
another *, | | 

E. But how may this rue juſtifying Faith 
be diſtinguiſhed from that which is falſe and 
counterfeit; which St. James ſays is dead, 
and which cannot ſave or juſtify ? 

P. They may very eaſily be diſtinguiſhed, 
with a little Care and Attention. Vue juſ- 
tifying Faith not only brings Peace to the 
Mind, but 1s a living Principle of Unzver/al 
Obedience; diſcovering itſelf by an anfeigned 
Love to God and Man : Inclining us to walk 


in every Command of Chriſt; and to endea- 


vour to bring forth much Fruit ; and even to 
be filled with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs ©. 
This is that Breaſt-Plate of Righteouſneſs, or 
of Faith and Love, which Chriſtians are di- 
reed to arm themſelves with *.——— Whereas 
the Faith which is condemned by St. James, 
is a Faith deſtitute of the Love of God and 
Man: A Faith which brings not forth the 
Fruits of the Goſpel : But is barren and dead; 
and therefore vain, and void of all Eficacy. — 
Such a Faith as this is conſiſtent with che- 
riſhing Anger, Malice, Pride, Covetouſneſs, 


or any other corrupt Diſpoſition whatever. 


a Pſalm lxxxiv. 7. St. John i. 16. Rom. i. 17 Epheſ. iv. 
13. Philip. i. 6. b St. James ii. 14, 17, 20, 22, 24» 26. 
St. Matth. xxii. 37-40. St. John xiii. 34, 35. Ch. xv. 
2, 4, 5, 8, 10. Gal. v. 6. Philip. i. 11. 1 St. John iii. 15.— 
19, 22— 24. Ch. iv. 16— 21. 4 Epheſ. vi. 14. 


1 Theſ. v. 8. 
Nay 
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Nay it is conſiſtent with every evil Nord, and 
every vicious Action. But where true Faith 
ic, it both uſ/izfies and will ſandzify*; nor 
does it give any Indulgence to ſuch Works 
of the Devil, The Holy Spirit declares, that 
he that committeth Sin is of the Devil b. 
Whoſoever abideth in [Chriſt] /inneth not. 
Whoſoever is born of God, doth not commit 
Sin: And moreover, that in this the Chil- 
dren of God are manifeſt, and the Children 
of the Devil: Whoſoever doth not Righteouſ- 
neſs, is not of God. Conſequently, at 
Faith, which does not begin to purify the 
Heart, ſpeaks only a deceitful Peace to us 4. 
Ib Blood of Chrift, when rightly applied, 
always prings Peace; but then it will always 
purge the Conſcience from dead Works to ſerve 
the living God*, 

His grecious Blood is a ſanctiſying Princi- 
ples; it redeems from a vain, and wicked 
Converſation h; it turns them, who are ſanc- 
tified by Faith in Chriſt, from the Power of 
Satan'; and conſequently, from the Yorks of 
Satan: For Chriſt was manifeſted to deſtroy 
the Works 4 the Devil *, They that are 
Elect, are Elect through Sanctification of 
the Spirit unto Obedience, and ſprinkling of 
the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt !, Seeing, lays 


a Acts xxvi. 18. 1 Cor. vi. 11. 1 St. John iii. 8. 


© Ver. 6, 9, 10. Acts xv. 9. ne xiv. 17. Epheſ. ii. 

13, 14. Col. i. 20. f Heb. ix. 14. © Heb, xiii. 12. 
h 1 St. Peter I. 18, 19. i Acts xxvi. 18. k St. John 
u 8. 118. Peter 1 i. 2. 8 Wy 
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the ſame Apoſtle, ye have purified your Souls 
in obeying the Truth through the Spirits. 

You ſce, my dear Eugenius, how true Faith 
in the Bled of Chriſt; Sanfification of Heart 
and Life; and unfeigned Obedience, muſt, 
and ever will, have a mutual Connection 
with one another. But let us ſtill attend to 
the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, a little fur- 
ther. « The Grace of God that bring- 
ce hb Salvation, hath appeared to all Men; 
<« teaching us, that, denying Ungodlineſs and 
« worldly Lofts, we ſhould live /sberly, 
e righteoufly, and godly in this preſent World; 
looking for that bleſſed Hope, and the k 
„ plorious appearing of the Great God, and % 
« our Saviour 7eſus Chrift : Who gave Ain 
« felt for us, that he might redeem us from 
« all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
« peculiar People zealous of good . 
I defice you would conſider, whether thoſe % : 
who are not zealous of good Works, can be of \ l 
the Number of this peculiar People. 

Again, the ſame Holy Spirit, who has told 
us, that By Grace we are ſaved through 
« Faith; and that not of ou i” ,s; it is the 
« Gift of God: Not of IV orks, leſt any Man 
« ſhould boaſt; I ſay, the fame Holy Spirit 
immediately affures us, that We are his 
« Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus 
« unto good Works, which God hath before 


4 Ch. i. 22. b Tit. ii. 5 Ch. iii. 8. 
ce ordained 


\ 


l theſe Things is blind; 
gotten that he was purged from hts old Sins, 


(35) 
te ordained, that we (ſhould walk in them. 
Therefore, if we walk not in good Works, do 
we not contradict the very Reaſon, for which 
we were created anew in Chriſt Feſus? Such 
a Behaviour is ſo expreſsly contrary to our 
New Creation in Chriſt, that nothing can be 
more manifeſt or evident. But now, only 
to mention one Paſſage more. We are not 
only directed to add to our Faith—Virtue— 
Knowledge —Temperance — Patience — God- 
lineſs — Brotherly-Kindneſs and Charity; but 
moreover, theſe Things are to be in us and 
abound : And | it is declared, that He that lack- 


and hath for- 


Would to God, that ſuch as expe& to be 
finally /aved by an empty Faith, would lay 
theſe Things ſeriouſly to Heart! 


E. I take it, that our Church does not 


give the leaſt Encouragement to ſuch a dead 
Faith. 

£ "To judge perfectly right: Let ud only 
hear in what manner ſhe deſcribes true Faith. 
——< This is the true, lively, and unfeigned 
« Chriſtian Faith, and is not in the Mouth 
« and outward Profeſſion only, but it verb 
« and ſtirreth inwardly in the Heart. And 
« this Faith is not without Hope and Truſt 
« in God, nor without the Love of God and 
« of our N erghbours, nor without the Fear 
« of God, nor without the Defire to hear God's 


* Epheſ. ii. 8 > 2 St. Peter i. 5, 9. 
D 2 « Word, 


8 
« Word, and to follow the ſame, in eſchew- 
« ing Evil, and doing gladly all good Works. 
© [It] is alſo moved through continual 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God to ſerve and 
* pleaſe him, to keep his Favour, to fear 
his Diſpleaſure, to continue his obedient 
Children, ſhewing Thankfulneſs again bß 
© obſerving or keeping his Commandments, 
ce and that freely, for true Love chiefly, and 
« not for Dread of Puniſhment, or Love of 
temporal Reward, conſidering how clearly, 
e without Deſervings, we have received his 
« Mercy and Pardon freely.“ —Thus does 
our Church expreſs herſelf. And thus eaſily». 
may you know the Difference betwixt a /zv- 
ing and a dead Faith. None can be deceived, 
but Hypocrites, or Men notoriouſly careleſs 
and negligent, And it is no Wonder, if ei- 
ther they, who value 220 their Salvation ; ſhould, 
miſs of it: Or if ſuch as love to deceive, — 
ſhould themſelves be fatally deceived. 

E. I ſee nothing is wanting to diſcern the 
Difference, but an honeſt and attentive Mind. 
— But now, ſince a thorough Converſion 
ſeems, at leaſt in habitual Sinners, to be 
generally a long and laborious Work ; what 
can we think of thoſe Numbers of remarkable 
Convictions, and thoſe many ſudden Conver- 
ftons, which of late Years we have heard of, 
not only in England and Scotland, but in the 
remoteſt Parts of his Majeſty's Dominions in 


a Hom, of Faith, Part i. p. 19, 20. 
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America*? They ſeem to me, too ſtrange 
and ſurprizing to be true. 

P. Though, my dear Friend, it would be 
the very Height of Madneſs and Preſumption 
for Sinners to continue in Sin, in Expecta- 
tion of ſo miraculous a Change; yet as we 
ſhould be exceedingly cautious, how we pre- 
ſume to limit the Almighty ; fince His Fudg- 
ments are unſearchable ; and his Ways paſt 


finding out®; ſo when we have ſuch abun- 


dant Evidence of the Facts themſelves, it 
would argue a ſurprizing Diſpoſition towards 
doubting, to refuſe giving credit to ſuch a 
Number of concurrent Teſtimonies, But then, 
beſides, when we meet with ſeveral Inſtances 
of a like Nature in the Holy Scripture®, this 
demonſtrates that the Thing is not entirely 
new ; but only a Revival of what was at the 
beginning, And indeed, it 1s not unreaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, that God would, before the 
End of Time, revive his firſt Work; and 
give new Life to expiring Chriſtianity, in a 
way uncommon, miraculous, and aſtoniſhing, 
If it ſhould be objected, that thoſe ancient 
Inſtances were only of Jews and Gentiles con- 
verted to the Faith of Chriſt; whereas theſe 
modern ones are of Chriſtians ſuppoſed to be 


a See the Reverend Mr. We/ley's and Mr. Whitfield"s Ac- 
counts; and thoſe from Scotland and America, in the New- 


England Chriſtan Hiſtory. d Rom. xi. 33. © AQts ii. 


37— 41, 47. Ch. iv. 4. Ch. v. 14. Ch. ix. 1 —20. Ch. 

xi. 20, 21. Ch. xiii. 12, 48. Ch. xiv. 1, Ch. xvi. 5, 14, 15, 

29—34. Ch. xvii. 34. Ch. xviii. 8, Ch. xix. 1720. 
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onverted from a dead Faith, and dead Works; 
— I ſay, if any ſhould object this Diffe- 
rence; I would defire them to conſider, whe- 
ther all /uch Chriſtians do not equally want 
to have their Eyes opened; to be turned from 
Darkneſs to Light; and from the Power of 
Satan unto God? Whether they do not equal- 
1y ſtand in need of Repentance; and a living 
Faith in the Blood of Jeſus? And whether, 
without theſe, either of them can receive For- 
giveneſs of Sins; or Inheritance amongſt them 
which are ſanctiſied by Faith that is in him*? 
And when we further reflect, that God has 
given our holy Lord tbe Heathen for his In- 
heritance ; and the uttermoſt Part of the Earth 
for his Poſſeſſion *; that the whole Fewiſh Na- 
tion ſhall be converted®, and the whole World 
bow down before the Scepter of Chri/t*; and 
when we conſider the preſent melancholy de- 
generate State of Chriſtianity ;— I ſay, when 
we lay theſe Things together, can it ſeem” 
ſtrange, if, whilſt God re/ores his divine Go- 
ſpel where it is juſt departing, and prepares 
to bring about thoſe other amazing Events, 
he ſhould c/o:he himpelf with a more viſible 
Majeſty than ordinary: And once more ſherv 
Weonders in the Heavens, and in the Earth *? 
To thoſe glorious Times the Evangelical 
Prophet moſt evidently alludes, where he 
a Acts xxvi. 18 
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foretells, that Phe Earth ſhall be full of the 
Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover 
the Sea. That famous Prophecy, in all its 
Parts and whole Extent, has been hitherto 
but very imperfectly fulfilled >; and therefore 
ſtill remains to be entirely accompliſhed, But 
before this Kingdom of Righteouſneſs can be 


ſet up, how many ſtubborn Enemies of Chriſt 


mult be broken in Pieces? To ſo very aw- 


ful a Seaſon, we may well apply the Words 


of the ſame Prophet, — Enter into the Rock, 
and hide thee in th? Duſt, for Fear of the 
Lord, and for the Glory of his Majeſty. The 
lofty Looks of Man ſhall be bumbled, and 
the Haughtineſs of Men ſhall be bowed down, 
and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that 
Day ©. 

So that whether we conſider Chriſt as con- 
quering e his Friends, or his Enemies: Whe- 
ther as ſubduing the Hearts of the former by 
his divine Grace, and plucking them as a 
Brand out of the Firef ; or whether as tram 
ling under Foot thoſe, who will not have 


bim to reign over "I's ? in either of theſe * 


Views, whenever that ſolemn Time is come 
for the full Accompliſhment of theſe Things, 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Diſ- 
play of the Sovereign Power of Chri/# will 


2 Iſaiah xi 9. b Ver. 6-—9. © Palmii. 9—12. 
Pſalm cx. 1 Cor xv. 24, 25. Epheſ. i. 22. Rev. ii. 26, 27. 
Ch. vi. 2. Ch. xix. 15. * Iſaiah. 10, 11. © Rev. vi. 2. 

f Zechar, iii. 2. © St. Luke xix. 27, ; 
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(490) 1 
be quite out of the ordinary Courſe of Things. 
Nor will I take upon me to ſay, that our 
Holy Lord had no View to this State of the 
World, when he thus addreſſes himſelf to 
Nathanael, Hereafter you ſhall ſee Hea- 
ven opened, and the Angels of God aſcending 
and deſcending upon the Son of Man *, 

So that you find, my dear Eugenius, I 
ſhould not be ſurprized, if we ſhould live 
to ſee much ranger Things than we have 
hitherto ſeen. 

However, as to the amazing Manner of 
Conviction, and the Suddenneſs or Slowneſs 
of Converſion; this ſpiritual Work of God, 
upon the Soul, muſt be left to God only.— 
1 will work, ſays the Almighty, and who * 
'* © £5 

And again, by the ſame Prophet, —— Tt 


| ſhall come to paſi, that before they call, I. 


will anſwer ; and whilſt they are yet ſpeaking, 
1 will bear, 
However, let none harden themſelves in 
Sin: For though the Spirit of God vill re- 
rove, or convince the World of Sin d, whe- 
ther they will or not; yet a thorough and 
laſting Converſion requires their own Con- 
currence © The Holy Spirit expreſsly com- 
mands Men to . Diligence to make their 


St. John i. 51. b Iſaiah xliii. 13. © Iſaiah Ixv. 24. 
d St. John xvi. 8. e St. Matth. xxvi. 41. St. Mark 
xi. 37. St. Luke xxi. 34, 36. Ch. xxii. 46. St. John xv. 
1—10, 1 Cor. ix. 27. Ch. x. 1% 2 Cor. xi. 3, Epheſ. vi. 
11— 18. 1 Theſfl. mi. 5. Heb. xii. 18. 1 St. Pet. v. Y 9. 
2 St. Pet. 1. 4—9. Rev. iii. 11, 12. Ch xxii. 11 


Calling 


(41) 

Calling and Election ſure: And to work out 
their own Salvation with Fear and Trembling*. 
E. But may not an Objection lie againſt the 
Nature of the Work itſelf ? May it not be ſaid, 

that ſuch Perſons are deluded, if not poſſeſſed? 
P. It may undoubtedly be ſo ſaid: For 
what is it, my good Friend, that ſome Men 
cannot ſay? But then, if any one ſhould vi- 
ſibly fee the Fruits of the Spirit of God, where 
before he ſaw little except the Works of the 
Devil; would you not think that Perſon un- 


der a ſtrange Delu/ion, who could not plainly 
diſcern the Finger of God? c 


E. I really think I ſhould. 

P. Or if a Perſon of unqueſtionable Repu- 
tation ſhould declare this, upon his own cer- 
tain Knowledge, might not ſuch an Account, at 
leaſt, ſeem to merit a very favourable Attention? 

E. I muſt own, it would. But now, leav- 

„ ing this Digreſſion, which was owing to my 

Curioſity ; I beg to know, what a Penitent 
Sinner muſt do, who cannot yet find that 
Faith wrought in him, which ſpeaks Peace 
and Comfort to the Soul. 

P. He muſt pray for it, with great Con- 
ſtancy, Humility, and Patience; and perſe- 
vere in bringing forth Fruits meet for Re- 
pentance, to the beſt of his Abilities * And 
it may be great Encouragement for ſuch to 
conſider, that when the Prodigal was yet a 


great Way off, his Father ſaw him, and had 

a 2 St. Pet. i. 10, 11. Philip. ii. 12, 13. Þ St. Matth. ii. 8. 
St. Luke viii. 15. Ch. xviii. 1. Ch. xxi. 19. 2 Theſſ. iii. 5. 
Heb. x. 36, 37. St. James i. 3, 4. Ch. iv, 6-10. St. Mark 
xiü. 13. 
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( 42) 
Compaſſion, and ran, and fell on his Neck and 
kiſſed him *. 

But then, let it be well attended to, that 
the Son was returning and going on, till his 
Father met him ®. For had he, after his Re- 
ſolution to ariſe and go to his Father, either 
changed his Mind, or ftopt ſhort in his Journey 
home; or returned to his Sine again, he 

and his. Father had not then met. And 
therefore let the Penitent go on forwards, till 
he meets with his Heavenly Father ; who, at 
the propereſt Time and Seaſon, will certainly 
fall on his Neck and kiſs him. But in the 
mean while, he may be ſatisfied, he is in the 
ſure Way to obtain Salvation by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, He may be aſſured, that God 
will look to him, who is poor and of a contrite 
Heart; and who trembles at his Word d. God 
will not deſpiſe the Day of ſmall Things : Nor 
the Works of his own Hands*, But He, 
which hath begun a good Work in us, will 
perform it until the Day of Jeſus Chriſtt. 

Him that cometh to me, ſays the holy Jeſus, 
Jill in no wiſe caſt oute, 

He was /ent to bind up the broken-hearted, 
and to comfort all that mourn h. That 
God, whoſe Name is Holy, — dwells with him 
that is of a contrite and humble Spirit, to re- 
vive the Spirit of the Humble, and to re- 
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St. Luke xv. 20. b Ver. 18——20. 1 Theſſ. v. 9. 
4 Iſaiah Ixvi. 2. Zechariah iv. 10. Pſalm cxxxviii. 8. f Phi- 
lip. i. 6. s St. John vi. 37. h Iſaiah Ixi. 1, 2. 


vive 


( 43) 
vive the Heart of the contrite ones. T cre- 
ate the Fruit of the Lips; Peace, Peace to 
him that is far off, and to him that is near, 
ſaith the Lord, and I will heal bim“. | 

Thus will the God of Hope, at the beſt and 
wiſeſt Seaſon, fill every true Penitent with 
all Foy and Peace in believing, that they may 
abound in Hope, through the Power of the 
Holy Ghoſt®. 

He will, when his own adorable Wiſdom 
Judges it beſt, thus diſcover himſelf to the 
Soul of every ſincerely returning Sinner: For 
he is the ſame God of Hope and Peace thro 
Chr:/t, that he ever was. And therefore as 
he has already done to others, ſo will he 
vouchſafe to every proper Object, the Spirit 
of Adoption, whereby they cry, Abba, Father : 
And, at the propereſt Time, his Spirit will 
bear Witneſs with their Spirit, that they are 
the Children of God, 

But let them continue inſtant in Prayer: 
Praying always with all Prayer and Suppli- 
cation. Let them not be wearied or faint in 
their Minds : For yet a little while, and he 
that ſhall come, will come; and will not tarryf. 

Theſe ought ſurely to be powerful Motives, 
to encourage us to perſevere in the patient 
waiting for Chriſi s. 

However, it is evident, that the Bu/ineſs 
of Salvation is no ſlight Affair. And the Rea- 


2 Ch. Jvii. 15, 19. Rom. xv. 13. © Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 
Rom. viii, 15, 16. © Ch. xii. 12. Epheſ. vi. 18. ! Heb. xii. 3. 
Ch. x. 37. 82 Theſſ. iii. 5, 
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(44) 
ſon may plainly be perceived, why the Holy 
Spirit commands us to work cut our Salva- 
tion with Fear and Trembling *, and to give 
Diligence to make our Calling and Election 
ſure d. You find it is a great Work, and that 
great Diligence is therefore indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary: And that a holy Fear and Concern, 
leſt we offend God, or grieve his holy Spirit *, 
will be preſent to the Mind of every true 
Chriſtian. 

But from hence we may ſtand amazed at 
Fhole unhappy Perſons, who ſeem to imagine 
that fitting till, and doing of nothing, is the 
beſt way to work out their Salvation ! the 
beſt way to give Diligence to make their Cal- 
ling and Election ſure ! 

They, who can reconcile theſe Things, 
 Tdleneſs with Diligence; and doing no- 
thing with working, need not deſpair of re- 
conciling any Contradiction whatever, 

E. Salvation, I am ſenſible, is a great 
Work : And as we muſt work it out; ſo is it 
well worth the while to give all Diligence 
to make it ſure to us, I beg now to be in- 
ſtructed, how I am to underſtand that Ex- 
preſſion of the Apoſtle, that Chriſt is of God 
made unto us Sanctification“. For I think 
ſome have underſtood it, as if the Holineſs of 
Chriſt was ſo imputed to us, that we needed 
none in our own Hearts: But that we were to 
look only to the Heolineſs which is in Chriſt; 
without labouring for any in ourſelves, 

Phil. ii, 12. b 2 St. Pet. i. 10, Epheſ. iv. 30. 4 1 Cor. i. 
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( 45) 

P. If you meet, Eugenius, with any, who 
talk in this Manner, you have great Reaſon to 
pity, and to pray for them : And withal, en- 
deavour in the Spirit of Meekneſs, to reclaim 
them from their Error a. | 

Cbriſt is made Sanctification to us, as he 
is made to us Wiſdom and Redemption, Not 
by imputing his Wiſdom and Redemption to us; 
but by making us wi/e unto Salvation®; and 
redeeming us from the Dominion, the Guilt, 
and Puniſhment of Sine; and from the Power 
of the Grave, and of Satan, as we have 
before obſerved, | 

And thus is he made Satisfaction unto us; 
by procuring for us that Holy Spirit, who is 
to work that Sanfification in the Heart, 


without which weare not qualified for Heaven, 


For without Holineſs, [inward real Holineſs 


no Man ſhall ſee the Lord*. Having therefore, 


a It may not be amiſs, for the ſake of ſorne Readers, juſt to 
obſerve, that this does not ſeem to be the Doctrine of Calvin: 
For he ſays, that God ſan@ifies us, by reforming our vicious 
Nature, by his Spirit. Juſliſicat nos Deus a Reatu liberando; 
Sandtificat witio/am Naturam Spiritu ſuo refor mando. In 1 Cor. 
vi. 11,——Beza, in his Explanation of Titus iii. 7. mentions 
the Efficacy of the Spirit in ſanQifying of us. Complectitur 
hic locus, 2 & Rom. viii. 30. quicquid a Chriſto conſegui mur, 
tum per imputationem, tum per Spiritus in nobis ſanctifcandis 
efficaciam. And the learned Antagoniſt of Arminius ſpeaks 
to the ſame Purpoſe. Chriſtus, qui nos ungit & mtrito Obedi- 
entie ſug, & EF fiicacid Spiritũs ſui noſmet ſanttificantis——Go- 
marus in 1 St. John ii. 20. b Epheſ. iii. 17 19. Col. i. 9. 
Ch. ii. 2, 3. 2 Tim. iii. 15. Rom. vi. 6. 14, 22. Ch viii. 2. 
2 Cor. v. 18, 19. Epheſ. 1. 7. 4 Rom. viii. 11, 23. 1 Cor. xv. 
54— 57. Philip. iii. 21. 1 Theff. iv. 13——-16. St. Matth. 
v. 8. Heb. xl. 14. é 
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ſays the ſame Apoſtle, theſe Promiſes, let us 
cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs of the Fleſh 
and Spirit, per fecting Holineſs in the Fear of 
God*, Nothing can be more manifeſt, than 
that St. Paul ſpeaks here to his Converts of 
an univerſal Sanctiication of Heart and Ac- 
tions. He ſpeaks of it, indeed, as of what 
might be effected by themſelves. The Rea- 
ſon is, becauſe they were to labour and pray 
earneſtly for it ; and ſtrive to put all Impedi- 
ments out of the Way. But no Words can 
more fully demonſtrate, that his Holineſs was 
to be in themſelves; in their very Souls, as 
well as their outward Practice. 

As he, who hath called you, is Holy, 
ſays the ſame divine Spirit; / be ye holy in all 
manner of Converſation. 8 it is written, 
Be ye holy; for I am holy®. 

Could now the Spirit of God more ex- 
preſsly enjoin real Holineſs, than when he 
directs it to be in all manner of Converſation; 
and enforces it from hence, becauſe God 
himſelf is holy? 

Again, when the ſame Perſons are told, 
that they had purified their Souls in obeying 
the J. ach, through the Spirit © : and St. Peter 
declares that God had purified the Hearts of 
the Gentiles by Faith; What can be meant, 
but an actual Purification of the Heart and 
Affections? 


a 2 Cor. vii. 1. b 1 St. Pet. i. 15, 16. Ver. 22. 4 Acts 
xv. 9. 
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Moreover, 


(47) 

Moreover, when St. Paul tells the Theſſa- 
lonians, that God had from the beginning cho- 
ſen them to Salvation, through & anctiſication 
of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth * ; 
bal Sanctification can the Apoſtle mean, 
but a real inward Holineſs wrought in their 
Souls by the Holy Spirit ? 

And further, when he defires, that zh 
Lord would ſtlabliſh their Hearts unblame- 
able in Holineſs before God : And that the very 
God of Peace would ſanfify them wholly : And 
that their whole Spirit, and Soul, and Body 
might be preſerved blameleſs unto the Coming 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriit Þ; I fay, when the 
Apoſtle thus expreſſes himſelf, is it poſſible 
to underſtand him, as if he really did not de- 
fire, that they thould have any. znward Ho- 
lineſs of Sol or Spirit; but only that they 
ſhould lay Claim to the Holineſi of Chriſt; 
whilſt they themſelves were deſtitute of all 
real Holineſs within their own Hearts ? 

If this be to /fabli/h the Heart in Holineſs; 
I ſhould be glad to know, what it is, to ken 
the Heart without Holineſs ? 

I pray God open the Eyes of ſuch Inter- 
preters of the ſacred Writings! Be aſſured, my 
good Friend, that the great Work of San#:- 
fication 1s of a different Nature. It is an ac- 
tual purifying of the whole Heart and Af 
fections, by the Spirit of CHriſt; it is the re- 
{toring of the loſt Image of God in our Souls 

« 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. Þ 1 Theſſ. iii. 13. Ch. v. 23. 

and 


(48) Te 


\ 

and thus qpalifying of us for that State of 
Bleſſedneſs, which none but holy Souls are 
capable of enjoying : And without which, 
Chriſt is neither our Wiſdom, nor Righteouſ- 
neſs, nor Sanctiſication, nor Redemption, Pray 
hear once more the Words of the Spirit of 
Truth, Every. Man that hath this Hope 
in him [the Hope of ſeeing God] purifieth 
himſelf even as he is pure. They that are 
Chriſt's have crucified the Fleſh with the Af- 
fections and Lufſts . 

E. It ſeems then, as.if a State of thorough 
Sanctification was attainable in this Life. I 
ſhould be glad to know the Opinion of our 
Church, with reſpect to ſuch a State. 

P. It is evident, from what has juſt been 
mentioned, not only that ſuch a State is 
tainable ; but that wretched muſt be the Wte 
of that Perſon, who attains it not. For Snce 
he muſt arrive at it, before he can /ee God ; 
where is it, that he muſt arrive at it, if not 
in this World? The Romiſh Church indeed, 
as you well know, have found out another 
Place to attain it in; as the ancient Heathens 
had done long before :—But I would adviſe 
all, who value their Souls, not to truſt to 
the Purification of that Place. And there- 
fore ſince it muſt be attained in this Life; 
and the Holy Spirit is as powerful at one Sea- 
ſon, as at another ; ſurely the ſooner we la- 


* x St. John iii. 2, 3. Gal. v. 24. See alſo 1 St. John ii. 6. 
2 St. Peter iii. 11, 14. 
| bour 
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(49 ) 
he after it, by all the Means of Grace; the 
ſooner we are like to attain it. 

It is true, he will not /an&rfy any unqua= 
liſied or unſuitable Object; but then if our 
Want of due Qualifications be owing to our- 
ſelves; to our wilful Negligence or Careleſſneſs; 
we have none to blame, but ourſelves only. 
Perhaps we are too fond of this World ; and 
if not of its groſſer Vices ; yet of its Follies 
and Vanities; its Riches, Honours, or Plea— 
ſures : Or poſſibly we have ſome other Right 
Hand, or Right Eye ; ſome darling, favourite 
Sin of the Soul, which we have not the Cou- 


rage to part wich; ſuch as Pride, Wrath, 


Luxury, Covetouſneſi, or the Praiſe of Men. 
Therefore we don't deſire, at this Time, to 
have ſo holy and heavenly a Frame of Mind; 
ſo meek and /owly a Heart; ſo pious and pa- 
tient a Soul; ſo mortified and ſelf-denying a 
Spirit:. And conſequently we neither labour 
nor pray for theſe Things. We may poſſi- 
bly, for Form's ſake, put up a Petition, now 


and then, for all theſe divine Graces ; bat as 


ſuch Prayers proceed not from the Heart 
(where we have ſet up ſome Idol or other) is 
it to be wondered at, that we ate anſwered 
only according to our Folly ? We are not fit 
for ſuch divine Favours ; and therefore they 
are kept from us. Thus verifying the Words 
of the Holy Spirit, —Ye bave not, becauſe 


« St. Matth. xi. 29: St. Luke ix. 23. 1 Cor. ix. 24 ——27. 
Gal. v. 22—=26, . 
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(50) 
ye aſe not. Ye aſe, and receive not; becauſe 
ye aſk amiſs *, 
And now, if this thorough Sanctification is 
what we are to underſtand by finleſs or Chri- 


ian Perfection, it may juſtly ſeem ſurpriz- 


ing, that it ſhould have been treated as down- 
right Enthufiaſm or Madneſs. The Doctrine 
itſelf, we have ſeen, is the Doctrine of 
the Spirit of God: And it will be eaſy to 
find, that our own Church teaches the ſame, 
For what elſe does ſhe mean by the follow- 
ing Petitions ?—— That © God would ſancti- 
*« fy both our Hearts and Bodies; That we 
% may be cleanſed from all our Sins c; That 
<« this Day we fall into no Sind; That God 
« would keep us this Day without Sine; That 
« We may be delivered from all the Deceits o 
« fe Morld, the Fleſh, and the Devil; That 
« we may jor/ake all worldly and carnal Af 
& feetions*; That we may always ſerve [God] 
« in Pureneſs of Living and Truth b; That we 
« may in Heart and Mind aſcend [into the 
% Heavens] and with [Chriſt] continually 
« dell; That God would grant us the 
Spirit to think and do always ſuch Things 
« as berightful*; And that we may perfectly 


St. James iv. 2, 3. 1 St. John v. 21. Þ 2d Collect following 
the Bleſſing after the Communion. * 21K Collect after Trinity. 
© Third Collect for Grace. © Te Deum. * Litany. s Collect 
for St. James's Day, b Collect, firſt Sunday after Eaſter. See alſo 
the Collect for Innocents Day. Exhortation before the Com- 
munion, with the Confeſſion and Abſolution : And the firſt pro- 


ver preface. Collect for Aſcenſion Day. * Collect for qth 
Sunday after Trinity. 
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« ov, God:] And wall before him in 
« Holineſs and Righteouſneſs ail our Days b. 
© Surely this perfect Love of God; this con- 
tinual walking in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs ; 
this Heavenly Frame of Heart and Mind; 
this continual thinking and doing What is 
right ; this conflant ſerving of God in Pure- 
neſs of living ; this forſaking all worldly and 
carnal Affections; the being Day by Day pre- 
ſerved from Sin; the being cleanſed from all 
of them; and the being /an&ified both in 
Heart and Body; I ſay, ſurely theſe Things 
are attainable, in the Opinion of our Church, 
or ſhe would never have thus petitioned for 
them. But what do all theſe Things amount 
to, if not to a State of 7horough Sanctiſication 
of the Fleſh and Spirit ? 

If all would heartily ſet themſelves to ar- 
rive at this bleſſed State, as it is the plain Duty 
and Intereſt of all to do; it is of little Import- 
ance, whether they call it Holineſs, or Per- 
fection, or by any other Name. 

E: 1 fee plainly the indiſpenſable Neceſſity 
of auniverſal Holineſs in this Life; which 

makes me even tremble to think, how far 
removed I am from it, But fince it has been 
objected, that the Dectrine of Perfection is 
attended with ſome dangerous Conſequences, I 


ſhould be glad to be fatisned with reſpe to 
theſe Objections. 


Collect following the Lord's Prayer in the Communion- Ser- 
vice. Þ General Thankſgiving. 
: Tae 
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The firſt is, that it encourages Pride, 
Secondly, that it cuts off all Dependance 
on Chriſt, the Fountain of all Grace, 
Thirdly, that if totally jets aſide the Way 
of Acceſs to God; which is by Jeſus Chriſt. 
And, fourthly, that if ſets afide Prayer, 
eſpecially thoſe two great Parts of it, Con- 
feſfion and Petition. 
P. Theſe are great Objections indeed! But 
if it ſhould appear, that they are very ill- 
founded, they muſt of courſe come to nothing. 
But, firſt, ſince the holy Angels themſelves ap- 
pear to have fallen by Pride“; it can be no 
Wonder, if a very holy Man ſhould, for want 
of due Care and Watchfulnefs, fall into the 
ſame ſpiritual Snare: But then it ſhould be 
remembered, that this Pride is no Part of his 
. Holineſs; nor any Reaſon, why he ſhould 
not labour for a State of univerſal Holineſs. 
For ſince without Holineſs no Man fhall ſee 
_ tbe Lord ©; — Holineſs we muſt have, let Men 
raiſe never ſuch power ful Objections againſt it, 
Can any Chr:i/tian in his Senſes think it a 
ſufficient Reafon, why he ſhould wa/low in 
Sin, becauſe then he cannot pride himſelf in 
his Holineſs or phe yh ? Surely to be pure 
in Heart and poor in Spirit, are very con- 
ſiſtent States. | 
But, fecondly, as to its cutting off all De- 
pendance on Chriſt, the Fountain of all Grace; 
The Perfectioniſis examined, p. 7, 8, c. by William Fleet- 


wood, Gent. 2 St. Peter ii. 4. St. Jude 6. 1 Tim. iii. 65. 
i, Heb. XU, 14. 
1 af 
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I affirm, on the contrary, that a truly ſancti- 
fed Soul will ſee its Want of Chriſt every 
Day more evidently.— The more holy are our 
Hearts, the more humble are they like to be, 


and the more earneſt our Deſires after greater 


Supplies of Grace. And ſuch Deſires will of 
courſe ſend us to him, through whom alone 
they can be ſupplied. 

As to the third Objection, that 7 707 ally ſets 
afide the Way of Acceſs to God, which 16 
through Chriſt. Surely, if this was a ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence of a thorough Sanctiſica- 
tion, St. Paul had never directed the Corinthi- 
ans to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God *: 
Nor prayed, that God would ſanctify the 
Theſſalonians wholly ; Nor that their whole 
Spirit, and Soul, and Body might be preſerved 
blameleſs*, Nor had St, Peter exhorted thoſe 


Chriſtians to be holy in all manner of Conver- - 
ſation; nor to be diligent, that they might 


be found of God without Spot and blameleſs e.— 
I ſay, if a thorough Sanctiſication totally jet 
aſide the going to God through Chriſt, theſe 
inſpired Apoſtles had never thus laboured to 
bring Chriftzans to ſuch a State. Becauſe 
the thus approaching God is as much the in- 
diſpenſable Duty of the greateſt Saint upon 
Earth, as of the greateſt Sinner. This is 
what I ſhall endeavour to eſtabliſh very evi- 
dently ; but firſt proceed to confider the re- 


22 Cor. vi. 1. Þ1 Theſſ. v. 23. 


3 © 1 St. Peter i. 15. 2 Epi- 
file iti, 14. | 
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maining Objection; viz. That this State ſets 
afide Prayer; eſpecially thoſe two great Parts 
of it, Confeſſion and Petition. — In Oppoſi- 
tion to which, I muſt beg leave to aſſert, That 
there is none ſo holy; none ſo perfect; but 
he muſt both be eſtabliſhed in the Faith ; and 


abound therein with T hankſgiving *. He muſt 


ſtill grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt > He 
muſt be ſtill adding fo his Faith, Virtue; to 
Virtue, Knowledge; to Knowledge, Tempe- 
rance; to Temperance, Patience ; to Patience, 
Godlineſs; to Godlineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs ; 
and to Brotherly Kindneſs, Charity : And theſe 
Things muſt be in him, and abound e. He 
muſt ſincerely ſtrive to love the Lord his 
God, with all his Heart, and with all his 


Soul, and with all bis Mind, and with all 


his Strength; and even his worſt Enemies, 
as Chriſt loved him 4. | | 

Here is then abundant Matter for every 
Day's Confeſſion and Petition; and for every 
Hour's too. Where 1s that Saint upon 
Earth, who can ſay, he has ſpent the pre- 
ceding Day, or even Hour, with all that 
Care, and Watchfulneſs, and Diligence; and 
with all that Patience, and Self-denial, and 
Chriſtian Love, and univerſal Charity; and 
that he has improved himſelf as much in Faith, 


* Col. ii 7. Rom. i. 17. b 2 St. Peter iii. 18. e 2 St. Peter i. 
5—8. st Mark xii. 30, 31. St. Matth. v. 44. St. John 
xiü. 34. Rom. v. 6, 8, 10, 1 St. John iv. 11, 1 2. | 


and 
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(55) | 
and 3 and the Knowledge of Chriſt; and 
in the Fear, and Knowledge, and Love of God, 
as it was poſſible for him to do? So that here 
is ſufficient Matter to confeſs; and ſufficient 
to aſs Pardon for, Here is ſufficient 
Cauſe to petition for further Supplies of di- 
vine Aid; in order to make further Advances 
in the divine Life: And here is abundant 
Reaſon for perpetual Humiliation. Or ſhall 
we lay, Eugenius, it is better for Men to con- 
tinue in Sin, that Grace may abound * ; that 
ſo they may have more to confeſs; and more 
to ke © + Bid 

E. If we are only unprofitable Servants, 
even after we have done all; ſurely here alone 
is enough to humble us, And therefore! pray 
God make me always lv and humble, 
watchful and diligent. 

P. Ga on, my Friend, as I truſt you have 
begun; and the Holy Spirit will not be want- 
ing to aſſiſt you. It is worthy of Obſerva- 
tion, that holy Job was never ſo humble, 
as when he had the cleareſt Diſcoveries of a 
Holy God, — He then abborred himſelf, and 
repented in Duſt and Aſhes*, Bat I ſhall 
now further add a Caution or two, which ma 
ſtill excite even the moſt perfect Chriſtian to 
perpetual Care, and Vigilance, and Humility, 

And, firſt, it muſt always be remembered, 
that notwithſtanding Holineſs be indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary to the Enjoyment of Heayen ; 
Rom. vi, 1. > Job xlii 5, 6. 
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yet we are not to look upon the moſt holy 
or heavenly Frame of Spirit, or, in ſhort, 
upon the moſt right eous, pious, Or charitable 
Actions of our whole Lives, as the Cauſe or 
Foundation of our Acceptance with God =. 
We muſt altogether renounce the Merit of 
theſe, and only take Shelter in the Merits of 
Chriſt. For though we muſt diligently ſtrive 
after ſuch a Frame of Spirit; and, to our 
Power, live in the Exerciſe of ſuch Actions: 
And though they are entitled to a great and 
bountiful Reward Þ; through the Free Grace 
of God in Chriſt; yet when we have done all, 
(as you have juſt obſerved) we are but un- 
profitable Servants*; we have nothing, but 
what we have received, 1 Cor. iv. 7. there- 
fore neither we nor our Service can merit 
any thing. All our ſprritud! Sacrifices are 
only acceptable to God, by Jeſus Chriſt “. If 
the Pravers of the greateſt Saint be not offered 
wth Incenſe by Chriſt himſelſ, they will no more 
aſcend up before God e, than the Prayers of 
the greateſt Sinner. Aaron was, in this Par- 
ticular, a remarkable Type of our great High 
Prieſt; in that he was to bear [or take away] 
the Iniquity of the holy Thingsf, And if 
the Iniquity of our holy Things be not cleanſed 
by the Blood of ſprinkling, [let 8 8 

2 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. iii. 5. b St Match v. 8. 2 St. Peter i. 4. 
St Matth xxv. 34 — 46. Phil. iv 18. Heb. vi. 10. Ch. xiii. 


16. Rev. xiv. 13 © St. Luke xvii. o. 41 Peter ii. 5. Rey. 
vi. 3, 4 * Exod, xxviii. 38. 8 Heb.xiil. 24, 1 Peter ii. 5. 


Rev. vil. 13, 14. | 
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ſanctißed Perſon think on this] they will not 
prove an Odour of a ſweet Smell, a Sacri- 
fice acceptable, well-pleaſing to Gor So 


that it will always become us, when we e look 


upon our own r:ghteous Actions, as conſidered 
in themſelves, to ſay in the Language of the 
Prophet. All our Righteoujneſſes are as l- 
thy Rags“. 

Let us remember, that Chrift, and he 
alone, is the Author, meritorious Cauſe, and 
Foundation of our Acceptance and Reconcilia- 
tion with God. And conſequently on him, and 
his Merits, and the Free Grace of God in 
him, we muſt altogether rely and depend e. 
Otherwiſe we act directly contrary to the great 
inſpired Apoſtle, who deſired only to be found 
in Chriſt ; not having, ſays he, mine own 
Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law; but 45 
which is through the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt 
the Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith®, 

He diſclaimed all Merit in his own Perform- 
. ances ; and reſted ſolely in the Merits of Chriſt. 
He defired only to be found in the Ri ghteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, juſtified through Faith in bim; 
and poſſeſſed of all the other bleſſed Fruits 
and Conſequences of what Chriſt had done 
and ſuffered; that ſo Chrift might be to him 
Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sanctification, 
and Redemption®. This was the Foundation 


* Phil. iv. 18. Rom xv. 16. Þ Iſaiah Ixiv. 6. © 2 Cor. 
v. 18, 19. Epheſ. ij, 13—18. Col. iii. 11. Heb. v. 9. 
Ch. Xii. 2. Rom. ili. 24. Ch. v. 8. 1 St. John iv. 9, 19. 

4 Philip. iii. 9h. 1 Cor. i. 30. 
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he built upon; and if we build upon any other, 
it will certainly fail us. For other Founda- 
tion can no Man lay, than that is laid; which 
is Jeſus Chriſt >, , 

But ſtill notwithſtanding, Men are not to 
imagine, that they are hereby excuſed from 
the Performance of any good Work in their 
Power. In particular, they are not excuſed 
from that Part of pure and undefiled Religion, 
which conſiſts in viſting the Fatherleſs and 
Widows in their Afliction, and keeping them- 
ſelves unſpotted from the World. 

Let the Rich ever bear in Mind the Charge 
given by the Spirit of God, not only—< That 
« they do Good, but that they be rich in good 
« Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
% municate ©,” 80 that it is not complying 
with this divine Command, unleſs ſuch Per- 
ſons willingly, and readily, and abundantly 
communicate out of their large Poſſeſſions. 
How elſe can they be rich in theſe good 
Works? How elſe can they ſow bountifully, 
or pay a juſt Regard to that divine Promiſe, 
that he which Joweth bountifully, ſhall reap 
alſo bountifully ? But after what Manner is it, 
that theſe divine Precepts are now generally 
complied with? Or how many does this Pro- 
miſe ſeem now to influence? Are /tately 
Buildings, or coſtly Furniture, or rich Al- 
tire, or luxurious Tables, or a ſplendid Equi- 


a Ch. uu. 11. 


db St. James 1. 27. 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. 
d > Cor. ix. 6. ] F : 
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page, Gas hoarding up of Treaſure; —Are 
theſe Proof, that Men are governed by 
the Goſpel of Chriſt; or that they are led by 
his Spirit? Is it thus, they lay up Treaſures in 

Heaven; ſet their Aﬀettions on Things above; 
or demonſtrate, that they are rich towards 

God; That they neither ſove the World; nor 

the Things of the World; nor are conformed 

to it? However, though the one may be no 

direct Proof or Demonſtration of the other; 

yet Men ſeem to have found out ſo many in- 

genious Solutions of difficult Texts of Scrip- 
ture, and to have ſuch a peculiar Happineſs 
in /oftening all its hard Sayings, that the nar- 
row Way which leadeth unto Life is become 

ſufficiently wide for a covetous Heart, a carnal 
Mind, or a worldly Spirit. 

I don't pretend to refer you to any particu- 
lar Commentary, where ſuch Expoſitions are 
expreſsly taught or maintained; but I refer 
you to the Practice and Behaviour of too 
many Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; who could 
never be ſo thoroughly ſatisfied with them- 
ſelves, unleſs they explained away the many 
ſevere Paſſages of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

But how different, my good Friend, is the 
Deſcription, which the great Apoſtle gives of 
the Chriſtians of Macedonia ? That the Abun- 
dance of their Fov, and their deep Poverty 
abounded unto the Riches of their Liberality! 
And this even in a great Trial of Afiction* ! 


2 Cor. viii. 1, 2. 


Let 
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Let this, my dear Eugenius, be a Leſſon. 


for you: And though your deep Poverty can- 
not, yet let your affluent Fortune abundantly 
diſcover a true Chriſtian Spirit, by a chear- 

ul and rich Liberality, to ſupply the ſpiritual 
and temporal Wants of Mankind. Be aſſured, 
my good Friend, that when the gaudy Scenes 
of Life are over, as they are certainly every 
Day vaniſhing, you will then find, by a joy- 
ful Experience, what the Lord Jeſus long 
ſince declared, that it is more bleſſed to 
give than to receive. And you will then 
plainly diſcern the Folly of thoſe, who, to 
Excuſe their Neglect of being rich towards 
God *, have, under the Notion of providing 
for their own, heaped much Treaſure toge- 
ther for aggrandizing their Families, Thus 
is the Goſpel of Chriſt obeyed! 

E. But has not the great Apoſtle declared, 
that , any provide not for his own, and eſpe- 
cially for thoſe of his own Houſe, be hath de- 
Fed the Faith; and is worſe than an Infidele? 

P. He has ſo. And though nothing ſeems 


plainer, than the Apoſtle is there ſpeaking of 


Children's requiting their Parents *, and not 


ſuffering of them, or any other poor Rela- 


tions, to be a Burden to others; yet I know, 
learned Men, according to Cuſtom, are di- 
vided in their Sentiments about this very 
plain Part of Scripture. However, let the 

a AQ; xx. 35. b St. Luke xii, 21, 1 Tim. v. 8. 


4 Verſe 4. 
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Precept immediately relate either to Parents 
or Children (as moſt certainly it may be ex- 
tended to both) yet ſurely there can be no 
Diſpute, what Sort of Proviſion is there com- 
manded : Not certainly a Proviſion of Gran- 
deur and Luxury; but of Things needful for 
their Support. However, though nothing 
can be more plain than this; yet, I doubt not, 
this very Paſſage of Scripture is often brought 
to vindicatea Practice, which it was never de- 
ſigned to give the leaſt Countenance to. 

E. But then, does not the ſame Apoſtle 
affirm, that the Parents are to lay up for the 
Children”? And I think the original Word is 
to lay up Treaſures, 

P. It is, my dear Friend, the ſame Word, 


which our bleſſed Lord uſes, where he com- 


mands us nat to lay up for ourſelves Treaſures 
upon Earth ; but to lay up Treaſures in Hea- 


ven . However, if we. allow there is a per- 


fea Conſiſtency in the Precepts of the Holy 
Spirit, we muſt grant, that we are /o to lay 
up Treaſures for our Children, that we ma 

at the ſame time lay up Treaſures for ourſelves 
in Heaven. Now, which ſeems the like- 
lieſt Way to do this? — Is it by being 
rich towards God; by being rich in good 


a Ut 1 unde viwant. Grot. in he. 


Parentes, 


* 


gui jure ſuo poſſunt alimenta a liberis repetere, cæterague ad vi- 
tam neceſſaria. Hammond apud Le Clerc. In his Commenta- 
ry he has this Note: Leos hoc non eff ſubleware ſoll cut 
quadam providentia, priu/quam neceſſitas alia fit; fed præienti 
egeſtati opem ferre. b 2 Cor. xii. 4. © ©noav,ifec. 

4 St. Matth. vi. 19, 20. 


V. Ir Rs 3 


27 - —- I; Ii. » 4 
N N E . 


(62) a 

Forks; by miniſtring bountifully to the ſpi- 
ritual and temporal Neceſſities of Mankind; 
though by this Means we leave our Families 
ONLY the divine Bleſſing, and a moderate 
Competency ?' Or is it by relieving the Mi- 
ſeries of others, with a ſcanty Hand; and lay- 
ing up ſuch Treaſures for our Children, as 
may prove ſo many Snares to their Souls ? 
ſuch as may prove the Occafion of Pride 
and Vanity, of Luxury and Extravagance? 
ſuch as may tempt a weak Mind or a cor- 
rupt Heart, to ſquander away in Riot or 
Gaming, what might have ſaved many a Per- 
_ ſon, from the deepeſt Diſtreſs ? 

ook round the World, my dear Eugenius, 
and obſerve to what Uſes large Fortunes are 
frequently applied. And then reflect, whe- 
ther ſuch Parents, as treaſure up ſo much 
for their Families, and /o little for the Suf- 
fering Part of Mankind, whether they 


are laying up for themſelves Treaſures in Hea- 


ven? And whether they do not ſometimes 


lay up for their Children a Curſe rather than 
a Bleſſing ?*—— However, the moſt bountiful 
and moſt charitable Perſons muſt not value 
themſelves for their charitable Actions, nor 
truſt to them; but to Chriſt only. And, ſe- 
condly, fince he has aſſured us, that he is the 
Way, and the Truth, and the Lie; and that 

no Man cometh unto the Father but by him: 
And aſſured his Diſciples, that what/oever 


. they 
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they ſhould aſe in his Name, he would do it*: 
Since we are commanded by the Holy 
Spirit, that whatſoever we do in Word, or 


Deed, to do all in the Name of 'the Lord ſe- 


ſus, giving Thanks to God and the Father by 
him®: And according to this Command, the 
Apoſtle thus expreſſes himſelf, Unto him 
be Glory in the Church by Chriſt Jeſus, through- 
out all Ages, World without ende: 
ſince the ſame Holy Spirit has aſſured us, that 
we are accepted in the beloved*; and that 
Chriſt is able to ſave them to the uttermoſs 
that come unto God by him ; ſeeing he even 
liveth to make Interceſſion for them *: And 
moreover, that through him we have an Ac- 


ceſs by one Spirit unto the Father :I ſay, 


for all theſe Reaſons, it appears to me molt 


abundantly evident, that no Perſon, none ex- - 
cepted, can have Acceſs to the Father, but 


only by Chriſt, I know the Holy Spirit 


mentions a Time, when Chriſt ſhall have de- 


livered up the Kingdom to God, even the Fa- 
ther; and when God ſhall be all in alls. 

However, that Time is not yet come. It 
is not here; but hereafter, The utmoſt we 
can underſtand by thoſe Words, is, That 
when Chriſt has ſubdued all his Enemies; 
then his mediatory Kingdom will be ſurren- 
dered into the Hands of God, —— Chrift in- 


St. John xiv. 6, 13, 14. Ch. xvi. 23, 24. Col. iii. 


17. Ephef ii. 21. C. i. G * Heb. vik 2c. 
t Ephef. ii. 18, S 1 Cor. xv. 24, 28. | 
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deed ſhall reign as King for ever and ever; 
and all his Saints with him: But he ſeems not 
then to reign as Mediator, or Interceſſor ; 
becauſe that great Work will then be tully 
ended and completed *, 

But ſtill, in the preſent State of Things, 
Cbhriſt is our Prieſt, and Prophet, and Medi- 
ator; as well as King: Chriſt 7s all in all 4 
and filleth all in all: And therefore we muſt 
not preſume to approach the Father, but 
through the Son : Our Prayers and Praiſes can- 
not be acceptable to God, but by Jeſus Chriſt ©, 
By him therefore, ſays the great Apoſtle, let 
us offer the Sacrifice off Praiſe to God continu- 
ally l. And now, as this is the indiſpenſable 
Duty of every Chriſtian, ſo the Doctrine of 
univerſal Holineſs is far enough from being 
an Enemy to it. 

Thirdly, ſince a Chriſtian wwreſtles not fenly}] 
againſi Fleſh and Blood; but againſt Princi- 
palities, againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers 
of the Darkneſs of this World, againſt ſpiri- 
tual Wickedneſs in high Places; therefore 
they have need enough to put on the whole 
Armour of God, that they may be able to 
fland againſt the Wiles of the Devils, He 
is a very ſubtle Adverſary, and knows our 
weak Side: And unleſs we follow our holy 


Lord's Directions, he will both aſſault us, 


d See the learned Piſhop Pear/on on the Creed, p 101, 104, 

152, 153, 283. Sixth Edition d Col. iii. 11. Epheſ. i 23. 

© xz St. Peter ü. 85. 4 tleb. xiii. 15. Eßpheſ. vi. 11, 12. 
| | where 


es 

where we lie moſt expoſed; and will certainly 
defeat us:. And therefore let us be ever upon 
our Guard; and watch and pray leſt we enter 
into Temptation, Whoever imagines he has 
made ſuch Advances in Religion, that ſuch 
Cautions are unneceſſary, 1s in the utmoſt 
Danger of feeling the Effects of his own Raſh- 
neſs, Preſumption, and Self: ſufficiency, 

The greateſt Proficient in the School of 
Chriſt ought frequently to reflect on that ſo- 
lemn Caution, Thou /tandeſt by Faith, Be 
not high-minded, but fear, Nor are thoſe 
other Directions of the ſame Apoſtle leſs need- 
ful for him, Let him that thinketh he fland- 
eth, take heed leſt be fall*, He is but yet in 
a Probation-State; and therefore muſt con- 
ſtantly look to himſelf, The whole Life of 
a Chriſtian upon Earth, is but one continued 
Journey towards Heaven ; and therefore he 


a 2 Cor. ii. 11. Ch. xi 3. 14. 1 Theſſ. iii. 5. 1 St. Peter v. 
8. Rev. ii. 24. St. Matth. xxvi. 41. St. Mark xiti. 37, 
St. Luke xxi. 36. . 

© Rom. xi. 26. 4 1 Cor. x. 12. If any one ſhould imagine 
that theſe Directions cannot belong to him; becauſe he does not 
only think that he fands; but knows for a Certainty that he 
does ſo; — ſuch a Perſon may be pleaſed to obſerve, that 
there is not the leaſt Neceſſity to ſuppoſe the Apoſtic here ap- 
plies himſelf to vain conceited Perſons, who only fancied they 
flood faſt, whilſt they were juſt falling: For at Verie 15. he 
ſays, he ſpeaks as to wiſe Men. So that he appears plainly to 
intimate, that <vithout due Care and Watching the bel! might fall. 
And poreover, it is to be obſerved, that the Verb o is ofterd 
an Expletive. See St. Mark x. 42. St. Luke viii. 18. 1 Cor vii. 
40. Ch. xi. 16. Heb. iv. 1. See alfo our learned Gatater in his 
 Cinttss, Ch. i. p. 37—40. And FO on St. Matth. 111. 9. 


muſt 
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muſt daily forget thoſe Things which are Be. 
hind, and reach forth unto thoſe — which 


are before; and preſs toward the Mak for 
the Prize of the High Calling of God it 
Chrift Jeſus*. The moſt advanced and moſt 
improved Chriſtian has ſtill greater Advances 
and higher Improvements to make; and theſe 
require conſtant Care, and Prayer, and Watch- 

fulneſs. 5 | 
For though every Day his Salvation is 
nearer, than when he firſt believed“; yet he 
muſt remember, that he that ſball endure un- 
to the End, the ſame ſhall be ſaved*, So 
that if he would receive the Prize, he muſt 
fo run that he may obtain*, But if he ſtops 
ſhort in this Chriſtian Race; or fancies it is 
over, before he has finiſhed his Courſe ©; that 
is, before he has finiſhed his Days in his 
Lord's Service; and his Lord calls upon him 
to give an Account of his Talents and Steu- 
ardfhip * ; I fay, if he does this, I fear he 
does not ſo run as to obtain the Prize. The 
holy Apoſtle, after twenty Years painful Run- 
ning, Hunger, Thirſt, and Nakedneſs, and Suf- 
ferings of every kind ; yet left not off to run, 
and fight, and mortify. Let all Chriſtians 
hear his own Words, and learn to imitate. 
T therefore ſo run, ſays this holy Man, not 
as uncertainly : So fight IJ, not as one that 


Philip. iii. 13, 14. » Rom. xiii. 11, St. Matth. xxiv. 13. 
d 1 Cor. ix. 24. Acts xx. 24. St. Matth. xxv. 13— 19. St. 
Luke xii. 35—44- 
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beateth the Air : But I keep under my Body, 
and bring it into Subjection; left, that by any 
Means, when I have preached to others, I 
myſelf ſhould be a Caſt-away *—— Surely, if 
this was the Behaviour of one, who had been 
a faithful, laborious, and perſecuted Soldier 
of Jeſus Chriſt for ſo many Years; and who 
had the Power of Chriſt re/iing upon him b; 
what Chriſtian can think, that the ſame Care, 
and Vigilance, and Self-denial, are unneceſſa- 
ry for himſelf ? But further, his Direc- 
tions to the Hebrews are highly deſerving of 
Notice. Looking diligently left any Man 
fall from the Grace of God. For fo the Words 
are rendered in the Margin; and ſo the 

ought to be rendered e Again, after he had 
told the Coloſſians, that Chriſt had reconciled 
them, in the Body of his Fleſh through Death; 
to preſent them holy, and unblameable, and 


unreproveable in the Sight [of God] he then 


adds theſe remarkable Words, = / ye con- 


tinue in the Faith, grounded and ſettled, and 
be not moved away from the Hope of the Go- 

ell. | 

By the former is evidently imply'd, that 
without great Care and Circumſpection, Chri- 
fitans are in certain Danger of falling from 
divine Grace, And by the latter, is plainly 
declared, that the Benefits of Chriſt's Death 


® 1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. b 2 Cor. xii. 9. Heb. xii. 15. pw 746 
vcigd Tis Mee 78 919, 4 Coloſſ. i, 21—23. See alſo Heb. 


iii. 6. 14. | | 
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would be loſt to us, unleſs we continued fled- 
faſt in the Faith. 
To the ſame Effect is that ſolemn Caution 
of the Son of God to the Church of Phila- 
delphia. Hold that faſt which thou haſt, 


that no Man take tby Crown *, It that Crown” 


could not be taken ; then our Lord uſes an 
Argument to firike Fear, where no Fear was. 
But further, he had long before told his Diſ- 
ciples, that he was the Vine, and they the 
Branches : But that every Branch in him, 
which did not bear Fruit, his Father would 
fake away b. Can any thing now be more 
manifeſt, than that a Perſon, who had been 
ſpiritually engrafted into Chri/?, if he did not 
bring forth the Fruits of the Goſpel, would 
be cut off as an uſeleſs and withered Branche? 
I pray God theſe Reflections may fink deep 
into the Mind of every Profeſſor of Chri/ti- 
anity: And cauſe him to watch diligently his 
Heart and Actions, 

E. May they ever fink deep into mine, 
in particular. | 
P. But ſtill J have one Caution more to 
add; though I truſt it will never be neceſſary, 
as toyourſelf: And it is, that Men would ne- 
ver fancy themſelves Children of God, whilſt 
they are plainly indulging themſelves in the 
Works of the Devil, The Holy Spirit has 


a Rey. ili 11. See alſo Ch. xxii.19. b St. John xv. 1, 2. 
ce Verſe4— 8. See the Homily of falling from God, Part i. 
P. 7. | 
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abundantly provided againſt this horrible De- 
luſion; if ſuch unhappy Creatuxes would not 
cloſe their Eyes, leſt they ſhould ſee *. 

Let us attend a Moment to his divine In- 
ſtructions.—— . Hereby we do know that we 
« know him, if we keep his Commandments, 
« He that ſaith, I know him, and keepeth not 
«Hes Commandments, is a Liar, and the 
% Truth is not in him. But whoſo keepetb 
« his Word, in him verily is the Love of God 
e per fected: hereby know we that we are in 
& him. He that ſaith, he abideth in him, 
ce ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, even as be 
©« walked b. | 

«© Whoſoever abideth in him, Ganeth n not : 
© Whoſoever /inneth, hath not ſeen him, nei- 
« ther known him. Little Children let no 
« Man deceive you; he that doth Righteouſ- 
« neſs, is righteous, even as he is righteous. 
« He that committeth Sin, is of the Devil. 
« For this Purpoſe the Son of God was ma- 
tc nifeſted, that he might A the Works 
« of the Devil. 

« Whoſoever is born of God, doth not 
« commit Sin; for his Seed remaĩneth in him: 
« And he cannot fin, becauſe he is born of 
« God. In this the Children of God are 
« manifeſt, and the Children of the Devil: 
« Whoſoever doth not Righteouſneſs, is not of 
&« (God e.“ 


* St. Matth. xiii. 14, 15. Þ 1 St. John ii. 3—6. © Ch, 


it. 6 ——10, i 
8 How 
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How plain and expreſs are the Marks here 
laid down by the Holy Spirit; by which Men 


may judge, whether they belong to God or 


not ?—He that belongs to God; muſt walk, 
even as Chriſt himſelf walked, If we would 
know that we are in him; we muſt keep his 
Commandments, He that keeps not the di- 
vine Commands, knows that God, as he ought 
to know, He hath not ſeen him, neither known 
him. 

Secondly, he that imagines himſelf to be 
righteous, without leading a righteous Life, 
is entirely decerved, iy 

Thirdly, he that indulges himſelf in any 
Sin, is doing the Work of the Devil; and fo 
far runs counter to the very Reaſon, why 
Chriſt was manifeſted in the Fleſh, 

And fourthly, as he that doth not Righte- 
ouſneſs, is not of God ; and as he that com- 
mitteth Sin, is of the Devil: Therefore ſuch 
Men cannot be the Children of God, They 
are not thoſe living Branches, which are 
engrafted into Chriſt ; for theſe bring forth 
much Fruit with Patience and Perſeverance ; 
and labour even to be filled with the Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs a. Thus they give Proof, that 
Chrift is formed in them; that he dwells in 
their Hearts by Faith ; and that they are /ed 
by his Spirit b. ; 


2 St. John xv. 4, 5. St. Luke viii. 18. Rom. ii. 6, 7. Phil. i. 
11. bal. ii. 20. Ch. iv. 10, Ephel, iii, 17. Rom. viii. 9, 
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Whereas the others are thoſe fruitleſs and- 
withered Branches, which, our bleſſed Lord 
aſſures us, are gathered, and caſt into the Fire, 


and burned. Every Tree, ſays the Son of God, 


that bringeth not forth good Fruit, is hewn 
down and caſt into the Fire. Even thoſe 
that have prophefied in the Name of Chriſt, 
worked Miracles, and caſt out Devils, will 
be commanded to depar? from Chriſt, if they 
have been Workers of Intquity b. 

How fatally then muſt thoſe be deluded, 
who fancy they may ſafely indulge in the 
Works of the Devil; becauſe, as they ima- 
gine, Sins are not imputed to the Children of 
God. I pray God preſerve every one from 
ſuch dreadful Deluſions. For if a vicious 
Perſon or Hypocrite ſhould perſuade him- 
ſelf, that he was a Child of God, and that 
therefore Vis Sins would not be imputed to him; 
ſo unhappy a Creature is in a fair Way to 
fin on, till his Eyes open in the Place of Tor- 
ments. If the Light that is in thee be 
Darkneſs, bow great is that Darkneſs*? 

E. I know there is a famous Text, which 
is often appealed to, upon ſuch Occaſions, — 
He hath not bebeld Iniguity in Jacob; neither 
hath he ſeen Perverſeneſs in Iſraele. 


St. John xv. 2, 6. St. Matth. vii. 19 — 21. b Ch. vii. 22, 
23. © Quia etiamſi peccent, peccata illis neutiquam imputentur. 
St. Bernard in Septuag. Serm. i. 4 St. Matth. vi. 23. 
Numb. xxiii. 21. It is worth any Scholar's while to ſee an 
excellent Diſſertation on that Text, by our learned Gataker; or 
an Extract of it in Pe], Synopfis. 
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P. You obſerve right ; this Text has been 
ſadly abuſed in ſupport of that wretthed Opi- 
nion; though it can have no manner of Rela- 
tion to it. | 

It appears moſt evidently plain, from the 
whoie Dealings of God with that People, 
that he was ſo far from net beholding, or not 
ſeeing their Sins; that he made them fre- 
quently for their Ss, a public Example of 
his righteous Diſpleaſure. Let any one com- 
pare the divine Threatnings, in Deuteronomy 
xxviii. with what has befallen that unhappy 
Nation; and then conſider, whether God did 
not behold Sin in his own People, That Rela- 
tion they ſtood in to God, was ſo far from 
being a Licence to Sin, or a Screen to protect 
them from Puniſhment, that, according to 
God's own Declaration, it expoſed them the 
more certainly to it. Let us hear the Words 
of the Almighty himſelf.— Ib only have I 
known of all the Families of the Earth : 
Therefore I will puniſh you for all your Ini- 
quities*, One would hope, that no ſerious 
Chriſtian, who duly laid theſe Things to 
gether, could ever imagine, that the Sins o 
God's People or Children were not entitled to 
Puniſhment, ſince it is for this very Reaſon, 
that he threatens to puniſh them ; becauſe Sin 
in them was more exceedingly finful ; às being 

highly aggravated in every reſpect, 


a Amos iii. 2. 


And 
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And here I muſt juſt take Notice of ano- 
ther Text of Scripture, which has too often 
been miſtaken and perverted. God Almighty, 
by his Prophet, tells the Wife of Jeroboam, 
that their Son only ſhall come to the Grave, 
becauſe in him there is found ¶ſome] good 
thing toward the Lord God of Iirael*, 

From hence very wicked Men may have 
ſometimes received very great Encourage- 
ment; that is, in caſe any thing good was to 
be found in them. If here was any ſolid 
Foundation for Comfort, few ſo entirely aban- 
doned, but might receive great Conſolation 
from hence. 

But then the Text really deſigns to give no 
ſuch Comfort or Encouragement. It does not 
mean, that though that Child was exceedingly 
wicked; yet as there was ſome good Diſpoſition 
in him, therefore he was in the Favour of God, 
It does not mean, that the /mall good in him 
made Amends for all the reſt that was bad. 
And yet if this be not the Meaning, the weak 

Inference, drawn from this Paſſage, muſt fall 
to the Ground, Nay, it does not ſo much 
as intimate, that there was any Wickedneſs 
in him at all. Our Tranſlators having ren- 
dered the Paſſage—— ſome good Thing, may 
have naturally led a mere Engliſb Reader into 
the Miſtake; but it is amazing, how Men. of 
Learning could fall into it. The Word | ſome] 
is not in the Original : Which, if literally 
21 Kings xiv. 13, 
tranſlated, 
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tranſlated, would run thus, there Was 


Fu * 


found in him, a good e the Lord, 


&c. which, according to the Hebrew Idiom, 
might be rendered—there was Goodneſs, or a 
20d Intention® in him towards God, The Fa- 
ther was a groſs Idolater; whilſt the Son ſeems 
to have been an Enemy to Idolatry, and a Wor- 
ſhipper of the true God. And therefore might 
deſign, when it was in his Power, to reſtore 
chat” true Worſhip, which his Father had cor- 
rupted; or rather had entirely overturned. 

So that the Text only mentions the Virtue 
or Piety of the Youth; without the leaſt Hint 
or Intimation that he lived in any wilful Sin 
or Offence againſt God. And therefore what 
Encouragement or Comfort can wicked Men 
receive from this Paſſage; though they may 
have /ome good Quality or other in them? 
It is melancholy and aſtoniſhing, that the 
facred Oracles of God ſhould be thus per- 
verted, to the Ruin of Mankind! But it is 2 
old Device of the great Enemy of Souls, 
cauſe Men to wreſfe the Words of Life 70 bei 
own Deſiruction e. 

E. I hope I ſhall always endeavour to 
remember thoſe awful Words of the Hol 
Spirit, — hoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, 
and yet offend in one Point, be 1s guilty of alle. 


22 22 The Septuagint render it 61p& xany, and the 


Vulgate ah bonus. b The learned Grotius renders it Cogt- 
tatio bona, nam \oqui Hebei is ſepe fi j;nificat Cogitare. In loc. 
2 St. Peter iii. 16, St. James li. 10. 
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If theſe Words do not diſcover, that no Chri- 
flian can ſafely indulge himſelf in any one Sin, 
I know not what can diſcover it. 
P. You obſerve very right, my dear Friend. 
That ſingle Sentence abundantly demonſtrates 
that the whole divine Law mult be kept. And 
that every wilful Violation of any Part of it, 
is an Affront offered to the Authority of God, 
whoſe Law it is; and that ſuch Violation ren- 
.ders ns liable to the Diſpleaſure of that God, 
who is of purer Eyes than to behold Evil; and 
who cannot look on Iniquity * with Approba- 
tion, | 
E. IT have ſtill one Favour more to aſk, 
and that is, to be informed, whether, accord- 
| Ing to the Opinion of our Church, Chriſtians, 
in theſe Days, may expect the Inſpiration and 
Indwelling of the Holy Spirit? Whether his 
Influences may be diſtinguiſhed from the 2a- 
tural Operations of our own Minds? What 
his Illuminations may be? and whether he 
now ever bears Witneſs with our Spirit, that 
we are the Children of God? 
P. Let us, in the firſt Place, obſerve in ge- 
neral, what a thorough Senſe our Church has 
of the Neceſſity of God's Holy Spirit. ö 
And firſt, ſhe declares in one of her Arti- 
cles, that Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, 
and the Inſpiration of his Spirit are not plea- 
ant to God*, And therefore that all Orders 
and Degrees of Men may have this Grace, 
2 Habak. i. 13. Article xiii, 
| and 


— 
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and this Inſpiration, we pray, that the King 
may be repleniſhed with the Grace of [God's] 
Holy Spirit; that the Royal Family may be 
endued with the Holy Spirit; and that the 
healthful Spirit of (Divine) Grace may be 
ſent down upon our Biſhops, and Curates, and 
all Congregations committed to their Charge. 
That God would cleanſe the Thoughts of our 
Hearts by the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit ®. 
And injpire continually the univerſal Church 
with the Spirit of Truth ©, 

And though our Church be too mY to 
confound the extraordinary Gifts of the Spi- 
rit, ſuch as the Gift of Tongues, the Inter- 
pretation of Tongues, the raiſing the Dead, 
and ſuch like miraculous Powers, with thoſe 
which belong to Chriſtians in all Ages ; 
we ſhall find that ſhe ſuppoſes, and that with 
.great Truth and Reaſon, that Chriſtians re- 
ceive much more from the Holy Spirit, than 
ſome Perſons ſeem inclined to think or be- 
lieve. 

But in order to make this appear, we ſhall 
next take notice of what we meet with in 
the Collect for the Feſtival of St. Barnabas. 
——< O Lord God Almighty, who didſt 
« endow thy holy Apoſtle Barnabas, with 
<« ſingular Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; leave 
© us not, we beſeech thee, deſtitute of tby 


2 See thoſe Prayers. ® Firſt Collect in the Communion 
Service. © Prayer for the Church Militant. 4 1 Cor. xii. 

9, 10, 29, 30. St. Matth. xxviii. 20. St. John xiv. 16, 17. 
Hom. for Whitſunday, Part ii. p. 278, 279. 
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& manifold Gifts, nor yet of Grace to uſe. 
« them alway to thy Honour and Glory, Sc.. 

We ſee here plainly, that in the Opinion 
of our Church, there are manifold Gifts, 
which belong to Chriſtians of the preſent 
Times; ſince ſhe prays, that they may not be 
left deſtitute of them, And in the Order of 
Confirmation, the Biſhop prays, that God 
would ſtrengthen the Perſons to be confirmed, 
with the Holy Ghoſt; and daily encreaſe 
« jn them his manifold Gifts of Grace; the 
« Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the 
« Spirit of Counſel and ghoſtly Strength; 
c the Spirit of Knowledge and true Godlineſs; 
« and that he would fill them with the Spirit 
« of his holy Fear.“ 

Farther he prays, * That they may daily 
« increaſe in God's Holy Spirit more and 
« more; and be led in the Knowledge and 
« Obedience of his Word.” 

But ſtill to ſee more clearly into our 
Church's Sentiments, with reſpect to the Ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit, whether relating 
to the Heart and Aﬀections, or to the Mind 
and Underſtanding, let us take a View of 
the following Petitions, Grant us his Ho- 
ly Spirit, that thoſe Things may pleaſe him 
which we do at this preſent; and that the 
reſt of our Life hereafter may be pure and 
 boly*.,—Take not thy Holy Spirit from usb. 
ue Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with 

* Abſolution. b Reſponſes aſter the Lord's Prayer. 
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us all evermore*. Send to us thine Holy 


Ghoſt to comfort us*, Grant that thy Holy 


Spirit may in all Things direct and rule our 


Hearts ©, — Grant that by thy holy Inſpiration, 


we may think thoſe Things that be good. 
Come, Holy Ghoſt, our Souls inſpire; 
And lighten with celeſtial Fire e. 

We may obſerve here, that, in the Opinion 
of our Church, the Spirit of God is neceſſary 
to the directing our Hearts; to the comfort- 
ing of our Minds; to the thinking what is 
good; to the doing what is Holy; to the en- 
lightening, and inſpiring our Souls; and to the 
pleafing of God. And this will yet ſtill fur- 
ther appear. For ſpeaking of the /anctiſying 
and regenerating Power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſhe obſerves, that . The more it is hid from 
« our Underſtanding, the more it ought to 
« move all Men to wonder at the ſecret and 
« mighty working of God's Holy Spirit, 
te which is within us. For it is the Holy 
« Ghoſt, and no other thing, that doth quicken 
the Minds of Men, ſtirring up good and 
« godly Motions in their Hearts, which are 
« agreeable to the Will and Commandment 
« of God, ſuch as otherwiſe of their own 
« crooked and perverſe Nature they ſhould 
«« never have, That which is born of the Spi- 
« rit, is Spirit, St. John iii. 6. As who 

* Concluſion of Morning and Evening Service. b Sunday 
after Aſcenſion, © 19th after Trinity, « 5th after Ealter. 
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“ ſhould fay, Man of his own Nature is 
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fleſhly and carnal, corrupt and naught, fin- 

ful and diſobedient to God, without any 
Spark of Goodneſs in him, without any 
virtuous or godly Motion, only given to 
evil Thoughts and wicked Deeds. As for 
the Works of the Spirit, the Fruits of Faith, 
charitable and godly Motions, I he have 
any at all in him, they proceed only of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who is the only Worker of 
our Sancti cation, and maketh us new Men 
in Chriſt Feſus.—Such is the Power of the 
Holy Ghoſt, to regenerate Men, and as it 


« were to bring them forth anew, ſo that 


they ſhall be nothing like the Men they 
were before. Neither doth he think it 
ſufficient inwardly to work the /þiritual 
and new Birth of Man, unleſs he do alfo 
dwell and abide in him. —Oh, what Com- 
fort is this to the Heart of a true Chriftian, 
to think that the Holy Ghoſt dwelleth 


within him! 


Again, Thou haſt —_— [the Body 
of Chriſt] to have within thee, the Father, 


the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, to devel 
with thee, to endow thee with Grace, to 
ſtrengthen thee againſt thine Enemies, and 
to comfort thee with their Preſence *.” — 


A true Cbriſtian is the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, 


ml, Homily for Whitſunda Part. i. p. 276, 277. 6 Hom. 
of the Reſurrection, p. 25 A 3 464 


Death, Part . p. 52. 


© Hom, againſt the Fear of 
As 
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As theſe Paſſages ſufficiently diſcover what 
our Church thinks of the Induelling of the 
Spirit; ſo they abundantly ſhew, that ſhe ſup- 
poſes the Operations of that Holy Spirit are 
very eaſy to be diſtinguiſhed from the natu- 
ral Workings of our own Minds. For if it 
be really true, that every good Thought and 
Diſpoſition proceed from the Spirit of God*; 
and every thing bad from a corrupt Heart, 
and a wicked Tempter; it can be no difficult 
matter to aſcribe Good and Evil to their pro- 
per Authors. If our Hearts are renewed and 

ſanctified, and produce the Fruits of the Goſ- 
pel; yet all this is the Work of the Holy Spi- 
Tit, and to him let the Honour be given. — 
And as to his dwelling in us; miſerable is the 
Caſe of that Perſon, where he dwells not. — 
Par if any Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
he 1s none of his. — But if the Spirit of him 
that raiſed up Jeſus from the Dead, dwell in 
you; he that raiſed up Chriſt from the Dead 
ſhall alſo quicken your mortal Bodies, by his 
Spirit that dwelleth in you*, — Know ye not 
that ye are the Temple of God; and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you ©? — And the 
ſame Apoſtle tells the Epheſians, that they were 
built together for an Habitation of God through 
the Spirit. And gives them this ſtrict Cau- 
tion — not to grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 


a Gal. v. 22, 23. b St. Matth. xv. 19. Gal. v. 19-—21, 
Rabel: vi. , 12. 1 Thell. ii. 3. 2 Cor. zi. 3. Nom. 


whereby 
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whereby they were ſealed unto the” Day of 
Redemption. So that, I preſume, our Church's 
Opinion, both as to the Difference between 
the natural Workings of corrupt Nature, and 
the Operations of the Holy Ghoſt; as well as 
to the Dwelling of that divine Spirit. within 
us, is well founded; as having the ſacred 
Oracles entirely on her Side. 
ut let us ſtill further hear her Opinion :— 
In the 17th Article ſhe mentions “ ſuch Per- 
« ſons, as feel in themſelves the Working of 
te the Spirit of Chriſt, drawing up their Mind 
« to high and heavenly Things.” | 

Again, every Deacon, at his Ordination, is 
thus examined Do yau truſt that you are 
« inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to 
te take upon you this Office and Miniſtra- 
& tion®?” And when they come to be or- 
dained Prieſts, the Biſhop acquaints them 
that they ought and have need to pray earn- 
eſtiy for God's Holy Spirit. And afterwards, 
they are admoniſhed, continually to pray 
for the heavenly Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt ©. 
Towards the Concluſion of the Service, the 

Biſhop lays his Hands on the Head of every 
one; pronouncing theſe ſolemn Words, —Re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoſt for the Office and Work 
of a Prieſt in the Church of God, &c. 

Again, in one of the Homilies, after it has 
been obſerved, that all Spiritual Gifts come 


* Epheſ. ii. 22. Ch. iv. 30. b See the Office for ordaining 
Deacon;, © Exhortation in the Office for ordaining Prie/ts. | 
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from God by Jeſus Chriſt, we read as follows, — 

« God give us Grace to know theſe Things 
« and to feel them in our Hearts. This Know- 
« ledge and Feeling are not in ourſelves ; 
« Let us therefore meekly call upon 


the 


cc Holy Ghoſt, t that he would aſſiſt us, 


e and inſpire us with his Preſence, &c.“ 

And moreover in the ſame Homily it is de- 
clared, that « Tt is by this Holy Spirit, which 
« maketh Interceſſion for us, with continual 
« Sighs, that we may boldly come in Prayer, 
* and call upon Almighty God, as our Fa- 
ce ther“. Rom. viii. 15, 26. Gal. iv. 6. 

But now ſurely, if, through the Holy Spirit, 
we are enabled to approach God as our Fa- 
ther, it muſt appear a ſufficient Evidence that 
we are His Children, The one very plainly 
follows from the other, 5 

If we are aſſiſted by the Spirit to call God 
our Father; it is ſo far bearing Witneſs, that 


we are the Children of God, Thus the great 


Apoſtle affirms to be the State of the Chriſti- 
ans in thoſe Days“; and what, but our own 


Corruptions, can be the Reaſon, why that 


Holy Spirit will no longer bear [the ſame] 
Wi 3 with our Spirit? He that believeth on 
the Son of God, ſays the beloved Diſciple, 
bas the Witneſs in himſelf*. But what Wit- 
neſs is this, which the Believer has in him- 


4 Homily for 3 Week, Part iii. p. 293, 294. 
» Rom. viii. 16. 1 St. John v. 10. 


elf? 


may be faid, that the Church then enjoyed 


. Tens, In 1 Theſſ. v. 23- 4 Rom. vill. 11. 
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ſelf? No other ſurely, but the Witneſl o ß 
the Holy Ghoſt. | | 

The late learned Dr. Whitby, who was far | 
from being an Enthufiaſtic Commentator, | 
thus interprets thoſe Words, — As having in 
himſelf” that Spirit of God which gives this 
Teſtimony to Chriſt*, Tis true the Teſtimo- 
ny here given relates to Chriſt; but till it 
is given by the Holy Spirit: And this Holy 
Spirit is in the Believer. Undoubtedly the 
Witneſs of the Spirit that Men are the Chil- 
dren of God, can belong only to thoſe who 
are his real Children; as the learned Grotius 
obſerves*: But why it ſhould not be the 
Privilege of all ſuch, in all Ages of Cbriſti- 
anity, remains to be proved, If that Holy Spi- 
rit will make his Abode in the Minds of true 
Chriſtians, even to the Time of their Reſur- 
rection, as the ſame great Man affirms ; or, 
as is ſufficiently intimated by a much greater, 
even the inſpired Apoſtle St. Paul“; can we 
{ſuppoſe he will there abide without ever 
giving the ſame Teſtimony to the Children of 
God, which he formerly did ? I know it 


many great Privileges and Powers, which we 
enjoy not. However, as the Power, or Right, 
or Privilege of becoming the Sons of God, be- 

a In Loc. v Deus tale dane non dat niſi iis quos pra Filiis, 
habere vult.— In Rom. viii. 16. © Spiritus ille Sanctus in 


Animis Chriſtianorum habitans, &, fi ſollicitè ſervetur, ad mor- S 
tem, ind & poſt mortem, ad Reſurrectionem uſqut, Animis adbæ- | 
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longs now to as many as truly receive Chriſt 
by Faith, and are born of Ged*®; as all are 
now the Children of God by Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus®; fo is it ſurely of Conſequence now to 
know, whether Chriſtians are in Truth and 


Reality, Children of Gd; Heirs of God; and 


Joint- -Heirs with Chriſt E. 


This appears to be of the ſame Import- 
ance, in every Age and State of the Church, 

E. But may it not be ſaid, that there can 
be no Occaſion for the Holy Spirit thus to 
bear Witneſs; ſince the Apoſtle has laid down 
other Marks, by which to judge, whether 
we are the Children of God or not: Such as, 


mortiſying the Deeds of the Body through the 


Spirit: And aſſuring us, that as many as are 


led by the Spirit of God, they are the Sons of 


60d. 


P. It is undoubtedly a moſt infallible Proof, 
we are not the Sons of God, if we are not 
led by his Spirit ; and do not, g him, 
mortify the Deeds of the Body. 

But will it follow from hence, that God 
has never given any other way of diſcover- 
ing that Mankind are bis Children? For if 
there be any Force in this Argument, it will 
conclude as well againſt the firſt Times, as the 
preſent, Or ſhall Men pretend to limit thoſe 
Ways; or ſettle the Number of them? Let 
us only obſerve, what immediately follows 


St. John i. 12, 13. b Gal. iii. 26. © Rom. viii. 17. 
« Verſe 13, 14. | | 
the 
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the two Verſes you juſt mentioned. For 
ye have not received the Spirit of Bondage 
again to fear; but yAave received the Spirit 
of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father, 
The Spirit itſelf beareth Witneſs with our 
Spirit, that we are the Children of Gods. 


As if the Apoſtle had faid, That 
« Spirit of God, through whom ye muſt 
« mortify the Deeds of the Body; and by 
« whom ye muſt be led, if you defire 70 
& be the Sons of God; that Spirit of God is 
© he, whom you have already received, to 
« deliver you from the Bondage of Corrup- | 
« fion, from the Dominion of Sin and Satan, 
« and the Fear of Death, into the glorious 
« Liberty cf the Children of God: And he is 
« therefore now to us, the Spirit of Adop- 
&« tion; by whom we are enabled to call God 
ce our Father. He it is that now bears Mit- 
e neſs within us, or jointly with our Spirit, 
« thrat we are the Children of God.” 

This ſeems 1n genera] to be the plain Mean- 
ing and Deſign of the Apoſtle; though ſome 
have endeavoured, with great Induſtry, to 
explain this obvious Meaning away. 

I will here juſt further obſerve, that our 
Church, ſpeaking of the ancient Patriarchs 
mentioned by St. Paul [Heb, xi.] thus re- 
marks « By the coming of our Saviour 
« Chriſt, we have received more abundantly 
te the Spirit of God in our Hearts, whereby 
a Verſe 15. 16. 
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ee we may receive a à greater Faith, and a 
ce ſurer Truſt than many of them had. 

But let us next proceed to conſider, how 
far our Church ſuppoſes the Holy Spirit may 
enlighten our Minds or Underſtandings. 

And firſt, ſhe approves of theſe Sayings of 
St, Chryſoſtom, where he thus expreſſes him- 
ſelf, with regard to the finding out the Senſe 
of the Holy Scriptures : « God himſelf 
&« from above will give Light unto our Minds, 
„ and teach us thoſe Things which are ne- 
e ceſſary for us, and wherein we be igno- 
* rant, 

« Man's human or worldly Wiſdom, or 
& Science, is not needful to the underſtand- 
« ing of Scripture, but the Revelation of the 
- &* Holy Ghoſt, who inſbireth the true Mean. 
« ing unto them, that with Humility and 
e Diligence do ſearch therefor ®,” — At the 
Ordination of a Prieſt, the Biſhop thus prays: 
— © That we may daily encreaſe and go 
« forwards in the Knowledge and Faith of 
et thee and thy Son, by the Holy Spirit.“ 

Again, our Church, ſpeaking of divine 
Wiſdom, obſerves, that T hrs Wiſdom cannot 
be attained, but by the Direction of the Spirit 
of God. This Holy Spirit will ſuggeſt unto 

us that [which] ſhall be wholeſome, and con- 
firm us in all Things®. 


= Hom. of Faith, Part ii. p. 22. b Hom. of the Holy 
Scripture, Part ii. p. 5. © Hom. for Rogation-Week, Part 


Hl. p. 294. d P. 297. - 
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And therefore it is no Wonder, that our 
Church thus addreſſes herſelf to God Grant 
us, by the ſame Spirit, to have @ right Fudg- 
ment in all Things*, 

Moreover, at the Conſecration of every 
Biſhop, and at the Ordination of a Prieſt, 
theſe Words are repeated, 


Enable with perpetual Light 
The Dulneſs of our blinded Sight, 


Or elſe the following, 


O Holy Ghoſt, into our Minds 
Send down thy heavenly Light ®, 


And further, at the Conſecration of a Bi- 
ſhop, the Archbiſhop enquires of the Biſhop 
ele, —— Whether be will faithfully exerciſe 
himſelf in the Holy Scriptures, and call upon 
God by Prayer for the true underſtanding of 
the ſame ©? 

But muſt not this frue underſtanding ariſe 
from the Holy Spirit? And whether we call 
ſuch Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, by the Name 
of Influence, Direction, Illumination, Sug- 
geſtion, or Inſpiration; where is the Diffe- 
rence ? Some Operation of the Holy Spirit, 
it certainly muſt be: Though how, or in 
what Way, or Manner, that divine Spirit ſhall 
ſee proper to operate, cannot render it leſs a 
divine Operation. 

Collect for Whitſunday. „Veni, Creator. See the Con- 
ſecration and Ordination Service. © Conſecration of Biſhops, 
64 But 
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But laſtly, the Archbiſhop prays, that God 
would ſo endue [the Biſhop] with his Holy 
Spirit, that he preaching the Word [of God] 
may be earneſt to reprove, beſeech, and re- 


buke, — and alſo may be a wholeſome Example 


To Behevers®, 


So that the Holy Spirit is here evidently 
prayed for,. not only that the Biſhop may be 
a Pattern to others; but alſo that he may 
be enabled to in/iruft both by earneſt Reproof 
and Exhortation. | 

All which plainly imply not only the ſanc- 
tifying Influences of the Holy Ghoſt; but 
allo ſpiritual Strength, Courage, and Reſolu- 
tion, —conſtantly to ſpeak the Truth; boldly to 
rebuke Vice; and patiently to ſuffer for 
the Truth's ſake, as our Church elſewhere 
expreſſes herſelf >, For though theſe three 
laſt Petitions are not there particularly applied 
to one Order of Paſtors more than another; 
yet they muſt in a very eminent Degree be- 


long to thoſe of the higher Order; as being, 


by their great Superiority of Station, moſt ca- 
pable of doing an Honour to Religion. They 
are in a very peculiar manner, what our 


| bleſſed Lord. calls he Ligbt of the World; 


and a City that is ſet on an Hille. Conſe- 
quently a diligent preaching the Holy Word 


of God e; a reſolute and bold rebuking of Vice, 


Second Prayer before the Benediction. b Collect for 
St. John Baptiſt's Day, St. Matth. v. 14. Collect ſor 
St. Peter's Day. | 
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in all Orders and Degrees of Men whatever; 
an earneſt reproving of Sinners, without Fa- 
Dou, Fear, or Affection; a painful and con- 

fant enforcing the Truths of the Goſpel ; and 
the patently bearing any Reproach, Contempt, 

or Perſecution for the Sake of thoſe divine 
Truths; all theſe muſt prove of greater Weight 
and Influence from ſue, than the ſame Be- 
haviour in obſcurer Perſons, And therefore 
it is highly neceſſary, in order to anſwer 
theſe great Purpoſes, that they ſhould be en- 
dued, in a very ſingular Manner, with God's 
Holy Spirit, That ſo by the Exemplarineſs 
of their Lives and Behaviour, and the Sound- 
neſs of their Inſtructions, their Light may ſo 
ſhine before Men, that they may ſee their good 
Works and glorify their Father, which is in 
Heaven · And thus our Church expreſsly prays 
in the following Words, Give Grace, O hea- 
« venly Father, to all Biſhops and Curates, that 
« they may both by their Life and Doctrine, 
<« ſet forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly 
« andduly adminiſter thy Holy Sacraments*.” 

Here the Grace or Afji/tance of the Holy 
Spirit is requeſted, that both the /uperzor and 
inferior Paſtors may ſo live and fo inſtruct, 

as may beſt promote the Truths of God's di- 
vine Word ; and that they might likewiſe 
adminiſter his Holy Sacraments in a ſuitable 
and becoming Manner. And this again, with 
ſome further Addition, is petitioned for, in 

2 St, Matth. v. 16. „Prayer for the Church Militant. 
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that excellent Prayer, called the Litany :— 
« That it may pleaſe thee to z/lIuminate all 
« Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons with true 
« Knowledge und Underſtanding of thy Word, 
<« and that both by their Preaching and Liv- 
« ing they may {et it forth, and ſhew it ac- 
te cordingly.” 

Here we beſeech the Father of Lights to 
illuminate or enlighten all the three Orders of 
our Church with divine Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding; and that, according to the Mea- 
ſure beſtowed on them, they may, both by 
their Preaching and Living, ſet forth and 
declare the ſacred Word of God. All which 
very manifeſtly proves, that, in the Opinion 
of our Church, the Illumination of the Spirit 
of God is neceſſary to their true Knowledge 
and underſtanding of his divine Word; and 
for the enforcing of it, both by their Lives 
and Doctrines. 

And thus have I endeavoured to ſatisfy 
your Enquiries, concerning our Church's Opi- 
nion, with regard to the preſent Operations 
or Influences of the Holy Spirit. | 

E. It appears indeed pretty plain, what 


our Church thinks of theſe Things. But I 


have often heard a great Difference made be- 
tween immediate Inſpiration, and an Inſpira- 
tion or Influence which is not immediate. 

P. Whatever Difference there may be in the 
Manner of the Holy Spirit's diſplaying his 
Power; yet ſurely, if a Perſon's Mind be en- 

ligbtened, 
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Jightened, or his Heart cleanſed by this divine 
Spirit ;—- whether theſe Effects are pro- 
duced by an immediate Influence, or by the 
Interpoſition of ſome Means or Inſtrument ; 
yet the Effects are ſtill equally owing to the 
Spirit of God. i 
When our bleſſed Lord applied Clay to the 
Eyes of the Blind, before he reſtored his Sight; 
was that Miracle the leſs owing to his divine 
Power? Or was not here altogether the ſame 
divine Power, that cured the Leper, only 
with ſaying—41 vill, be thou clean? 

If it ſhould be objected, that there is a 
wide Difference between making uſe of Means 
that can have no Tendency to cure, or which 
are rather oppoſite to it ; and making uſe of 
Means that ſcem to co-operate; and. which 
only want a Bleſſing to attend them: If 
this ſhould be objected ; it muſt be owned, 
that there is undoubtedly a great deal of Dif- 
ference in the Nature of Means. But then, 
where the moſt promiſing Means will not do, 
without the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit; 
nay, where the /e ame Means will alwa 
ſucceed with him, but never without him, 
there ſurely the whole is to be aſcribed to bim. 

The ſame divine Word, for Inſtance, proved 
a Savour of Life unto Life to ſome ; but a 
Savour of Death unto Death to others a. | 
The Preaching. of Chriſt crucified was to the 
Jeus, a Stumbling-block ; and to the Greeks, 


. Cor. ii. 15, 16. Fooliſbneſi J 
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Fooliſhneſs : But to many, it proved the Power 
of God, and the Wiſdom of God. Here was 
the ſame divine Word of the ſame divine Spi- 
rit; and yet it proved, for Want of his di- 
vine Power upon the Soul, of no Force or 
Efficacy, with Regard to Numbers. His 
efficacious Influence was wanting, which 
thoſe Perſons were not fit to receive. And in- 
deed, without ſuch Influence, the divine Word 
will prove but a dead Letter to us, and leave 
us in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and Bond of Ini- 
guity, This is the true Reaſon, why ſome 
may often hear and read the Goſpel, without 
believing one Word of it. And this is the 
Reaſon, why ſo many others, who call them- 
ſelves Believers, are not one whit the better 
for all their Belief. This diſcovers the abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of the Holy Spirit's conſtant 
Aſſiſtance.— Though whether med:ate or im- 


mediate, ſhould be left to him, who knows 


beſt in what Manner and Meaſure to work in 
us. 
The great Apoſtle, who had undoubtedly 
inſtructed the Epheſians, what was the Hope 
of Goa's Calling, and what the Riches of the 
Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints; and 
what the exceeding Greatneſs of his Power ; 
yet prays that the Eyes of their Underſtand- 


ing may be enlightened in order to know theſe 


Things“: And exhorts them to be filled with 
ax Sr. 3 23, 24. I. i. 1719. See AQts xx. 


17—21. 
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the Spirit*, And ſurely, if divine Ilhumena- 
tion was wanted after ſuch an Inſtructor; can 
any wiſe and ſerious Chriſtian think the ſame 
Tllumination to be now needleſs ? But, what- 
ever may be ſuppoſed by ſome, it 1s evident 
our Church thinks more wiſely. 

However, if Men will but allow, that the 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit is altogether ne- 
ceſſary to the opening and inſtructing of the 
Mind; to the ſoftening and purifying the 
Heart; and to the carrying us through the 
great Work of Salvation, never diſpute with 
them about the Form of their Expreſſions, 

E. As I am ſenſible of my Obligations 
for this Trouble; ſo am I ſenſible that my 
great Buſineſs is, to obtain this divine Aſ- 


ſiſtance for conducting me ſafe through this 
World, to the Regions of everlaſiing Happi- 


neſs 

P. That, my dear Friend, is undoubtedly 
the main and principal Buſineſs of every one, 
And therefore I ſhall juſt add a few ſhort 
Cautions and Directions, which may prove 
of ſome further Service to you. And now, 
if you do but thoroughly conſider the true 


Nature of the Goſpel of Chriſt, you will 


certainly conclude, that all thoſe various 
Ways, which Men have taken to break the 
Force of its divine Precepts and Doctrines, 


are only ſo many various Deluſions of the 


% 


« Ephef, v. 18, | 
| Devil, 


n 
Devil. Some, for Inſtance, have imagined, 
that certain of its Precepts are not binding 
in themſelyes; but are only what may, or 
may not be complied with, juſt according to 
our own Choice and Liking. Theſe, by the 
Church of Rome, are called Counſels of Per- 

fection.— See Biſhop Burnet on Article 14. 
Others have talked of a /ecret Will in God, 
which differs from that which is revealed. 
And which Opinion directly ſets aſide the 
whole Authority of divine Revelation, For 
it is only ſuppoſing that what I do not ap- 
prove of in Revelation, is contrary to the 
fecret Will of God; and then the whole Force 
of his revealed Will is loſt upon me. It is 
much the ſame thing, and muſt have juſt the 
ſame Effects, with ſuppoſing ſome Doctrines 
in the ſacred Writings are of divine Autho- 
rity ; whilſt others have only been foiſted in 
by ignorant and deſigning Men. For what 
Weight can the Holy Scriptures have with 
us, whilſt we are under the Influence of ſuch 
a Deluſion ? We ſhall infallibly aſcribe every 
thing, which we do not like, to the Miſtakes 
of ſome, or the Craf? of others: And con- 
ſequently the whole Force of ſuch Doftrines, 
or Precepts, will vaniſh into Air.—Be aſſured, 
God has taken more Care of his divine Word, 
than ſome Men apprehend. However, I 
would not be miſunderſtood ; I do not mean 
to ſay, that there are no various Readings in 
the ſacred Oracles ; for there are many —_ 
ſands 


ö = 3 
ſands in the New Teſtament. But then, when 
it is conſidered, that none of theſe Variations 
make the leaſt material Difference either as to 
the Faith or Practice of a Cbriſtian, the 

Greatneſs of the Number is only a ſtronger 
Confirmation, that God has taken even a 
miraculous Care of his on ſacred Truths. 

A late learned Writer, ſpeaking of theſe 
various Lections, thus expreſſes himſelf. 
&« Nor is one Article of Faith or moral Pre- 
te cept either perverted or loſt in them ; chuſe 
« as aukwardly as you can, chuſe the worſf 
« by Defign, out of the whole Lump of Read- 
« inge. 

But again, ſome have thought that the 
ſtricter Precepts of the Goſpel (thoſe particu- 
larly contained in our Lord's divine Sermon 
on the Mount) related only to the Apoſtles; 
though nothing is more evident, than that 
our bleſſed Lord delivered theſe divine Doc- 
trines to the People, as well to them: For 
we read that the People were aſtoniſhed at his 
Doctrineb. 

Others have gone a Step further, and ſup- 
poſe that the whole Goſpel muſt abate of its 
original Strictneſs; as being far too high for 
the Attainment of Mankind, So that fince 
we are not able to reach up to that ; it muſt 
therefore itſelf come down to us. —As theſe 


Remarks upon Free thinking by Phileleutherus Lipſenſu, 
Part i. Sect. 32. b St. Matth. vii. 28. See the learned Grotins 
and Hammond on St. Matth. v. 1. 
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Perſons ſeem only to have an Eye at their 
own Strength and Abilities, it is no wonder 
they deſpair of Succeſs. But let ſuch re- 
member, that a Power, ſuperior to their own, 
is ready to make them more than Conquerors : 
And that it is their own Fault, if they cannot 
do all Things through Chriſt that ſtrengthens 
them *, The Holy Spirit never amuſes Men 
with vain Shadows; nor propoſes ftri&er Du- 
ties, than he is both able and willing to aſſiſt 
us in performing. 

F any Man will come after me, ſays the 
Son of God, let him deny himel, If, and take 
up his Croſs daily, and low me*, To the 
ſame Purpoſe ſpake our bleſſed Lord to the 
Multitude, as well as to his own Diſciples e. 


No doubt, this appeared a very hard Say- 


zng to many ; but it was not the leſs true even 


in the ftrifte/t Senſe of the Words. But if 


we ſhould fancy ourſelves not much concerned 
in this harſh Sentence, in theſe Days of Plenty, 
and Eaſe, and Proſperity, we ſhall find that 
we are unhappily miſtaken, For though we 
ſhould not /uffer Perſecution for reſolving to 
live godly in Chriſt Feſus*; for not being 
onformed to this World; to the Vices, Follies, 
ol Vanities of a wretched, thoughtleſs Age: 
Though we ſhould not be expoſed to 
any kind of ill Treatment, for labouring to 


Rom. viii. 35— 39. Philip. iv. 13. „ St. Luke ix. 23. 


© St. Mark viii. 34. St. Luke xiv, 25—27, 33. 2 Tim. 
I. 12 
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be transformed by the renewing of our Mind*; 
for ſetting our Aﬀettions on Things above; 
and having our Converſation in Heaven“; yet 
every wiſe Chriftian muſt know, that there 
is abundant room for daily obeying this Com- 
mand of Chriſt, even in the midſt of the 


greateſt Plenty, Eaſe, and Proſperity. 


It is indeed greatly to be feared, that all 
do not think of daily denying themſelves in 
ſuch Circumſtances, and of taking up their 
Croſs and following Chriſt; but ſtill his di- 
vine Command is in full Force: And they 
who reje& it, are neither his Diſciples, nor 
worthy of bim. In ſhort, if Mankind 
would but part with their Pride, their Lux- 
ury, their Wrath, their Covetouſneſs, they 
vicious Hearts, and worldly Minds, they 
would never imagine that the Goſpel of 
Chriſt was too ſtrict or too ſevere. 1 

But again, ſome others have gone ſo ſur- 
prizing a length, as not only to affirm, but 
even to attempt to, prove it, from the Goſpel 
itſelf, _that all ſhall be ſaved, let them live 
as they will! — If ſuch Writers are ſerious, 
as may be much queſtioned, their Minds 
muſt be too much diſtempered to be capa- 
ble of being reaſoned with. But if they are 
acting only the Part of Buffoons, I pray God 
they may ſee their Wickedneſs, before it be 
too late. 


» em. afl. 2. Ct M. 1; 2. n xo. 
St. Luke xiv. 27. St. Matth. x. 38. | 


098) | 
All theſe Nations and others of a li 
nature, may be eſteemed more or leſs as the 
Depths of Satan, to beguile unwary Souls; 
to tempt them from the Simplicity of the 
_ Goſpel; and to carry them from one Degree 
of Folly and Infatuation to another. Theſe 
Notions, my dear F riend, are not the 7 ruth, 
- as 1t is in Jeſus. , 
You, and I, and every Chriſtian, 4 * 21 
led to high and glorious Privileges, | 
Even to abide in Chriſt; and Chriſt in us a: 
To put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt  : To glory 
in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; to be 
crucified unto' the World; and to have the 1 
World crucified unto us: To bave Chriſt 
formed in us; and dwelling in our Hearts by 1 
Faith: And the Life, which we live in the Sh 4 
Fleſh, to live by the Faith of the Son of God <. 
In a Word, to have our Converſation in 
Heaven; to be an Habitation of God through 
the Spirit; to be filled with all the Pulneſs 
of God: And to be made Partaters of the di- 
vine Nature d. | 
Thus, in the Language. of our own Church, . 
are we to dwell 1 in Chrift, and Chriſt in us. 
2 St. John xv. 4. 5 Rom. iii. 14. Gal. iii. 27. 6 Yap 
| eib Tov u TY Og erde dd, % wess r pH bug «bg | . 
4 phe ovſyinuay x; pricey id ia pra, XX geri yeſob rig eig ixeivog ifs 7 ' 
\ - Pvou. Theoph. in Gal. iii. 27. | N 
Chriſtum induunt verò Chriftiani quique a Des fibi, tum i. in- 
 putatum, ad juſtiſicationem; tum 2. impertitum, ad ſanctiſicatio- 
nem.-—- Gatak. Cinni cap. ix. p. 101, 102. © Gal: vi. 14. 
Chiv. 19. Epheſ. iii. 17. Gal. ü ii. 20, 4 Philip. ui. 20. 
Epheſ. ii. 22, Ch. ü. "Es St. Peter i. 4. See alſo 1 St. 8 15 


gt ü. 20, 4 Ch. ili. 1 iv. 13, 15. Ch. v. 20. 
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2 (9 
We are to be One with Chriſt, and Chriſt 
with us*, And moreover we pray, hat we 
may .evermore dwell in bim, and he in usb. 
And ſurely ſufficient Reaſon is there thus 
perpetually to pray; ſince our bleſſed Lord 
has himſelf aſſured us, that without him ſif 
ſeparated from him] we can do nothing. As 
our holy Lord had been juſt comparing the 
Union betwixt himſelf and his Diſciples, to 
the Vital Union betwixta Vine and its Branches; 
it is evident he here ſpeaks of ſuch a Separa- 
tion from himſelf 4, as cuts off all Spiritual 
Communications to tbe Soul, and leaves it 
deſtitute of all divine Life, So deplorable is 
the State of being w/out Chrift ! —— Un- 
doubtedly, my dear Friend, the Religion of 
the Goſpel is a very great Work; and there 
are many Adverſaries. But let every true 
Chriſtian take Courage; for greater is he that 
is in them, than he that is in the World*, And 


happy is it, that he is ſo; ſince Chriſtians are 


ſo thickly beſet with Enemies. They muſt 
not only look for Inſults, Reproach, and Con- 
tempt from a vain bad World; but may ex- 
pect, that even the irregular Appetites and 
Paſſions will enter into a formal Controverſy, 
and go near to demand, What they were 
given for? To which, I think, you may 


* Exhortation in the Communion Service. > Prayer be- 
fore the Prayer of Conſecration. St. John xv. 5. 7e 
i, i. e. x ee an i, ſeparati à me. Piſcator in Loc. 

© 1 St. John iv. 4. 
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well reply, that with regard to the State they 
are in,—they were not given by God at all, 

God created nothing zrregular. All that 
he made, was good. dd created Man in 
his own Image; and after his own Likeneſs. 
He made Mun upright but they have ſought 
out many Inventions *. All their Irregulari- 
ties are therefore owing to a ſubtle Tempter 
to corrupt Nature, and to Men's indulging 
of it. But as it was the great Deſign of 
Chriſi's coming into the World to reſtore that 
divine Life which we had loſt; ta renew ws 
in the Spirit of our Mind; to beſtow on us 
that new Man, which after God is created in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs ;,—which is re- 
newed in Knowledge, after the Image of him 
that created him®; Therefore all zrregular 
Deſires, all inordinate Affections (as being 
oppoſite to theſe great Ends) muſt not only 
be reſtrained and bridled, but alſo entirely ſub- 
dued and mortiſiede. 

And now, as the /acred Oracles contain 
the Myſtery of Ged and of Chriſt; in whom 
are bid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge“; let me adviſe you frequently 
to meditate on the divine Trutns which are 
therein contained. Be aſſured, vou will ne- 
ver repent of the Time thus laid out. Do 
not be afraid of being over-laviſh of your Pains 


Gen. 1. 26, 27. 31. Eccleſ. vi 29. b Rom. vi. 23. 
1 Cor, xv. 22. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19 Epher. i iv. 22 — 24. 
Col. iii. 10. £ Verſe 5. ann. | 
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and Labour in ſuch a Study: Since it will 
bring its own Reward along with it. 

And hereI muſt mention a few Lines from 
that very learned Prelate, the late excellent 
Biſhop Stillingfieet, where he treats of the 
divine Authority of the Scriptures.—« How 
« dry and ſapleſs are all the voluminous Diſ- 
« courſes of Philoſophers, compared with 
« this Sentence, — Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
« World to ſave Sinners! 1 Tim. i. 15. How 
c jejune and unſatisfattory are all the Diſco- 
« veries they had of God and his Goodneſs, 


e in Compariſon of what we have by the 
« Goſpel of Chriſt ! Well might Paul then 


« ſay, — That he determined to know nothing 
« but Chriſt and him crucified, 1 Cor. ii. 2. 
« Chriſt crucified is the Library, which Tri- 
« umphant Souls will be ſ{udying in to all 
Eternity. This is the only Library, which 
« 15 the true ie) pov ois, that which cures 


« the Soul of all its Maladies and Diſtempers. 


« Other Knowledge makes Men's Minds gid- 
« dy and flatulent ; this ſettles and compoſes 
« them. Other Knowledge is apt to ſell 
« Men into high Concerts and Opinions of 
« themſelves ; this brings them to the trueſt 
« View of themſelves ; and thereby to Humi- 


« Jity and Sobriety. Other Knowledge leaves 


« Men's Hearts as it found them; this alters 
« them, and makes them better. So tran- 
« ſ{cendentan Excellency is there in the Know- 


ce ledge 


> 4x 


| « ledge of Giri Ne above the ſublimeſt 


« Speculations in the World. 

All theſe beautiful Obſervations, 1 am cer- 
tain, you will find true, by your own happy 
Experience. But then as Humility of Mind, 
and Holineſs of Heart are the beſt Key to the 
Goſpel of Chr:/t *, next to divine Tllumina- 
tion; therefore I beſeech you to petition con- 
ſtantly for an humble and ſanctiſied Spirit: 


Since theſe will go a great way towards clear- 
ing up of many Difficulties. Our Church 
ſays, that, he profits moſt in reading the 


A 


Word of God, that is moſt turned into it; 
tt that is moſt inſpired with the Holy Ghoſt ; ' 
« [who is] moſt in his Heart and Life altered 


e and changed into that Thing which he 


« readeth : He that is daily leſs and leſs proud, 


« ous of worldly and vain Pleaſures : He 
< 


A 


increaſeth in Virtue more and more. 

And now may every Profeſſor of Cbriſti- 
anity ſincerely pray to be thus qualified, for 
the Sake of the Great Author and Finiſber 


F our Faith. | 
E. And may I, in particular, my dear 
Friend, reap. the Benefit of your kind Ad- 


vice and Inſtructions. 


P. I pray God Fucceed them, my good 


Friend, Eugenius. 


5 r L. iii. C. 6. p.286. Edit 2 1b 8. Matth. | 
| v. 9. St. John v. 44. Ch. vii. 17. St. James i 5. Ch. iv. 6. 


1 Ste pet v 5. © Hom. of the Reading and * * the 
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leſs wrathful, leſs covetous, and leſs deſir- 


that daily (forſaking his old vicious td 


